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 ‘Lynhales Court’ ----Pool ----[LZ 7 gate] --‘Lynhales Drive Bridleway LZ 4 -------[LZ 8 Gate] → 

 
The “Hern’s Herd of Hereford Cattle” basking in the sun in Meadows # 594 & 595 – 25th May 2020. 

 

ANOTHER BUMPER ISSUE ! 

 
A glorious, sunny May and fields, hedgerows, woodland and gardens were filled with 

flowers, both familiar and unfamiliar; I could fill the whole of this Country Diary with photos 

and descriptions – but hopefully most of our readers will have seen them for themselves, 

using “lockdown” as an opportunity rather than a curse if you’re lucky enough to live in the 

Parish of Lyonshall!  In fact there has never been a more appropriate time to quote from the 

Gloucestershire-born don, Timothy Nourse, writing over 300 years ago on the joy of having 

a small house in the English countryside: 

 

“A little, well design’d House, neatly kept, and seated in a good Air and a dry Soil, as 

likewise on the side of a Hill, with a shady Wood or Grove about it, and a pretty Spring or 

running Stream before it, may afford infinite delight to one who may carry a Generous and 

high born Soul under the circumstances of a narrow Fortune... A Person of such an humble 

but advantageous Post is at no expense nor labour to suck in the wholesome Air; it comes 

into his doors freely, and of its own accord. The neighbouring Banks and Thickets yield him 

sweet-smelling Flowers and Turfs, suitable to the several seasons of the year, and for the 

service of Nature”. 

Timothy Nourse, ‘Campania Foelix’, 1700 

 

Admittedly Mr Nourse was somewhat eccentric but he “had a point”! 

 

So this issue will not give a comprehensive list of the May flora but just include the 

“highlights”, the more unusual or those with interesting “stories” attached. Similarly with the 

fauna, although you may not have actually seen all the animals that, hopefully, still roam the 

parish! I cannot delight you with pretty pictures of Roe Deer, feisty Polecats or night-

hunting Badgers, all of which have been seen in previous years, and this month’s glimpses 

of a Hare and a young Fox were too brief to photograph. But we do have some remarkable 

bird observations and several reports or pictures of beautiful, curious insects and other 

small creatures which are, of course, the “bedrock” of our ecology.  



 

 

Flora first, methinks! ........... 

Trees and shrubs 

The month of May wouldn’t be May without ‘May’, would it?  Whether you base your “clout-

casting” on the calendar or on the presence of the Hawthorn (‘May’) blossom, the net effect 

this year would be much the same. In fact the blossom was a little early, coming out in the 

first week or so, and was almost over by the end of the month. Still, it was lovely while it 

lasted. The creamy-white common Hawthorn blossom and the deep pink double ‘Midland 

May ’ grow side-by-side between Footpath LZ10A and the A44 Kington to Leominster road. 

 

     
       Two x ‘May’ blossoms.           “The stately Copper Beech”, Lombardy Poplars & ‘Offa’s Dyke’ © Isobel H. 

 

The Copper Beech trees have been similarly spectacular (though in leaf, not in flower) with 

this one near ‘Lynhales Hall’ described as looking “like a dowager Duchess in a crinoline”! 

Note that the “Duchess” has attendant Italian footmen in the form of tall Lombardy Poplars! 

And, with all the deciduous trees including the Ash and Sycamores now in full leaf, Lyonshall 

has provided some wonderful cool and shady walks this month, such as Footpath LZ7 

alongside ‘Offa’s Dyke’ above the Lynhales Drive LZ 4 (a ‘Bridleway’ & not just a ‘Footpath’ ). 

However, getting closer to trees is also rewarding and I sometimes think that we don’t often 

get close enough. This picture of a female Scots Pine flower and a young cone in the early 

stages of formation is unusual in that I, for one, must have passed Scots Pines hundreds of 

times without ever noticing the flowers. Likewise, you have to be looking carefully to spot 

Oak Apples such as this one on the Fishpool Oak – neither a flower nor a fruit, of course, 

but the gall produced by a tiny gall wasp.  

I wouldn’t have noticed it myself except that I was mindful of “Oak Apple Day” which is celebrated on 

May 29th to commemorate the Restoration of Charles II in 1690 – I think I mentioned this last year; this 

year’s opportunity to revive the traditional local customs was inhibited by “lockdown”; but there’s 

another chance in 2021! 

                                             
                   Scots Pine Flower © David G.            ‘Oak Apple’ 2020.  

 

Before I leave the subject of trees in flower, this is a reminder that the Answers to last 

month’s “Tree Blossom” quiz are given in the attached Appendix. 

 

Smaller Plants – And as indicated earlier the ditches, fields and hedgerows were awash with 

flowers this May – Buttercups, Campion, Cow Parsley and Hogweed, Goose-grass, Speedwell, 

the list seems endless! The garden plants have also been exuberant – Irises and Roses 



 

 

especially in our garden and we were also pleased to see the re-appearance of a so-called 

“black” Tulip from some previous year’s planting. However, the most interesting wild flowers 

photographed this month were Greater Celandine (Chelidonium majus), Yellow Rattle 

(Rhinanthus minor), Water Crowfoot (Ranunculus aquatilis) and Crow Garlic (Allium vineale). 

In each case the common name does more to confuse than enlighten! 

 

      
        [1]  © David G.              [2]  © David G.                           [3]  © David G.                             [4] ‘Crow Garlic’. 

 

1. The Greater Celandine is not remotely related to the Lesser Celandine whose shiny, 

starry flowers are widespread earlier in the year. It is a member of the poppy family, 

similar to a Buttercup but “its petals don’t overlap”, and is allegedly very common 

but this rather depends on where you live, as another source says it is “rarely found 

away from human habitation and was probably introduced for medicinal use” as its 

sap can help to cure warts. 

2. Yellow Rattle is beloved of the “meadow-makers”  because it is a root-parasite on 

grasses. However the “rattle” is only apparent in late summer/early autumn when the 

seed-heads dry out and rattle when shaken. 

3. Common Water-Crowfoot is a member of the Buttercup family but grows in clean 

ponds and streams where it spreads wide over the surface of the water. This photo 

shows it growing this spring {May 2020} in a “farm pond” in The Parish of Lyonshall. 

4. Crow Garlic is a strange plant, up to 3 ft tall on thin but strong stems, its flower-

heads starting as upright pyramids held within a white sheath which eventually falls 

away, allowing the flowers to drop down into a “chandelier” of pale pink or cream 

bells. Although undoubtedly a member of the garlic and onion family, it is not to be 

confused with the Wild Garlic beloved of local sausage-makers! 

 

But, in the case of the latter two plants above, why “crow” ?  In some plants, the reference is 

slightly derogatory, used to distinguish a “poor relation” of grander flowers; in other cases it 

may refer to the shape of a seed-head; neither explanation is applicable to Crowfoot and 

Crow Garlic, nor are they ever black! Is this where the botanists and the etymologists meet? 

 

Talking of strange names for wildflowers, the pink ‘Valerian’ (which I mentioned in April as 

perhaps named after the Saint of that ilk) is now in full bloom; however, in seeking to know 

more about it, I have discovered that in Somerset it’s known as “Drunken Sluts”.  That seems 

to me a great deal worse than any association with crows and most unfair on such a pretty 

flower! 

 

“Crows”, “St Valerian” (the brother of St Tiburtius who has some unexplained connection to 

Cuckoos)....”lateral thinking” says it’s time to move on to talk about BIRDS  ---→  ☺ 

 



 

 

Birds 

And the most extraordinary “bird” story from the Parish of Lyonshall this month once again 

concerns Cuckoos. On the night of the 7th May “Super-moon” – the ‘Flower Moon’ – a 

Cuckoo was heard at ‘Holme Marsh’ at 1.30 in the morning !   It was not merely heard by 

one person but recorded by another. Whereas our Tawny Owls, primarily nocturnal birds, are 

often to be heard during the day, I have never before come across day-time birds such as 

Cuckoos being active late at night. Presumably the brightness and clarity of this “Super 

Moon” confused the Cuckoo and maybe other birds also.  The recording of this bird’s song 

is truly wonderful!  Ask Kevin White of ‘Holme Marsh’ who recorded it on video that night. 

 

 
 Flower Moon – 7th May 2020. 

 

Both Cuckoos and Tawny Owls are rarely seen (and therefore not often photographed) but 

fortunately their calls are distinctive and so their presence is easily established. With other 

birds, of course, the opposite is true! I am delighted to report that – seen but not heard this 

month – were the first Swifts of the summer (overhead) and the first Swallows, which are 

nesting in a ‘Penrhos’ barn. Also seen overhead were Buzzards and Red Kites, now familiar 

and very welcome. How amazing they would have been a few years ago! Garden birds 

included “the usual suspects” for Lyonshall – Robins and Woodpigeons, Wrens and Tree-

creepers, the Great Spotted Woodpecker, Nuthatches and a variety of Tits, including Coal 

Tits and Long-Tailed etc. Plus a pair of Ring Doves, lots of Magpies, Rooks, Crows and 

Jackdaws.  It is very difficult to avoid becoming blasé about what wonderful bird-life we 

have living here amongst us!  So much has been spotted and recorded by you all this Spring.   

 

                                  
                          The first ‘Swift’                &      ‘Robin v Pigeon’  © Tracey K.                      Crow’s Nest. 

And a final sighting in this section – a ‘Crow’s Nest’, not high in the rigging of a sailing ship 

but in the trees above the old railway track bed! 

 

Sadly, of course, we have also seen a number of bird “casualties” – nestlings, a young but 

fledged Owl, heaps of feathers which were once Pigeons or Pheasants.    “That’s life ”.  

Readers may be interested in the longevity table of some common British birds, supplied by 

the British Trust for Ornithology and it is attached as another Appendix. 



 

 

Insects, Arachnids, Small Crustaceans and other Invertebrates   

Human reaction to insects, assorted “creepy-crawlies”, their eggs and their larvae is quite 

illogical! I doubt whether there is anyone in the world who doesn’t love Butterflies but 

feelings about Moths are much more mixed. The caterpillars of both are widely disliked and 

often accused of damaging vegetables and garden plants even though most feed on 

common weeds such as Nettles which gardeners want to be rid of!  Some people like 

earthworms whereas others loathe them. Centipedes are OK but Millipedes ? – not so much! 

Pacific tribes enjoy munching on a handful of crickets whereas Europeans recoil in horror. 

And so on. I am as guilty of such illogicality as are most of the people I know but the more I 

come to know about insect and invertebrate life, the more I conclude that these are the 

most diverse and fascinating of all forms of wildlife and the most vital to its continuance. 

 

Here are just a few examples from a very sunny May in Lyonshall. 
 

Butterflies and Moths.                (Can you recognise which is which before reading the text?): 

 

               
          [1]   ©  David G.                [2]   ©  David G              [3]   © Mike I.        [4]   © David G            [5]   © Les K. 
 

                                                                 
                                                                    [6]  © David G.        &       [wing detail]   
 

1. Common Blue Butterfly - this dainty little sun-loving Butterfly (There’s a reference 

to “Icarus” in its Latin name) is widespread in Lyonshall. It’s another creature 

where the male is much more colourful than the female who can be quite dull and 

brownish! The male is easily confused with the ‘Holly Blue’ Butterfly which has 

also been seen here this Spring.  

2. Green Carpet Moth – often disturbed by day and principally flies just before dusk. 

Its fresh green colour fades as it gets older. It can be found in gardens, 

hedgerows and on grassland and its caterpillars feed on Bedstraw; in other words, 

it has nothing to do with carpets except that its markings look vaguely like those 

of an old-fashioned Axminster! 

3. Cinnabar Moth – a day flying moth, commonly found on rough grassland, which 

lays its eggs and feeds on Ragwort and Groundsel. It has been used as a 

biological control to reduce Ragwort growth and no doubt this is why it has the 

conservation status of a “Priority Species under the UK Post-2010 Biodiversity 

Framework”. The poisonous Ragwort makes the moths unpalatable and its bright 

red colour is a warning  to would-be predators, not just a “fashion statement”! 



 

 

4. Large Skipper Butterfly – found on the edge of woodland or “anywhere where wild 

grasses are allowed to grow tall”, the Large Skipper is actually only medium-

sized. However it patrols a regular “beat” and aggressively chases off rivals! The 

wings take on this attractive orange glow in sunshine. [NO it is not a ‘Moth’ ☺]. 

5. Lime Hawkmoth – the distinctive pink-and-green colouration of this moth make it 

unmistakable. Its larvae feed mainly on Lime Trees, hence the name, but the 

adults can be found on Limes, Alders and Birch. It is particularly common in the 

London suburbs, where a Wimbledon semi-final was once interrupted while a 

resting Lime Hawkmoth was removed from the court by one of the players on his 

racquet! 

6.  Mother Shipton Moth – named after the “Yorkshire witch”, Mother Shipton - 

whose face appears in profile on the forewings {see: wing detail  above}. Mother 

Shipton was an old crone who allegedly lived in a cave near ‘The Dropping Well’ 

where suspended objects are “turned to stone” by the water dripping over them – 

still a visitor attraction today! The moth is found on grassland and meadows and 

the caterpillars feed on Clover and Bird’s Foot Trefoil (as do those of the Common 

Blue). Fortunately both plants are plentiful here – unlike ‘Witches’! 

 

More on Butterflies and their larvae!  

The photos below, all taken in Lyonshall this month, show (a) a mating pair of Green-veined 

Whites, very like the Small Whites commonly found in our gardens but with green streaks on 

the underside of the wings and preferring damper habitats (in this case, near The Curl 

Brook),  (b) the caterpillars of the Small Tortoiseshell Butterfly feeding on a Nettle and (c)  

the caterpillars of a Peacock Butterfly, probably also feeding on Nettles.  

 

                                    
          Green-veined Whites © David G.           ‘Small Tortoiseshell’      &    ‘Peacock’ larvae © David G. 

Going back to my earlier argument – it’s worth remembering that these very unattractive 

caterpillars will develop into some of the most beautiful Butterflies commonly found in 

England!  What is more, the ugly larvae/lovely adult syndrome is not confined to 

Lepidoptera. It is equally true of Dragonflies and Damselflies. I have reports of many 

different species emerging including Emperor Dragonflies and five types of Damselfly. 

However I’ll concentrate on just those for which we have these three wonderful photos, two 

of the Broad-bodied Chaser Dragonfly (one each of the male and the female), seen by a 

pond in the village, and one of Beautiful Demoiselle Damselflies mating near the Curl Brook. 
  

                             
     Broad Bodied Chaser (F)  &   Broad Bodied Chaser (M) © David G.        ‘Demoiselles’  mating  © David G. 



 

 

Broad-bodied Chaser Dragonflies conform to “what it says on the tin”!  By comparison with 

other dragonflies they have wider, flatter bodies and their habit in pursuit of their prey is to 

chase after them from a chosen perch to which they will return after each foray. They are 

quite common in Central and Southern England and South Wales and interestingly have the 

reputation of being early colonisers of new ponds. Note the different colouration of male 

and female {Golden and Blue}. 

“Beautiful Demoiselles” are just one of the many species of Damselfly, smaller and daintier 

than Dragonflies and with a more fluttering flight, hence they are sometimes known as 

“water butterflies”.  Like dragonflies they hunt small insects but they may also be the larger 

dragonflies’ prey. All damselflies are colourful – Red, Azure, and Blue varieties have already 

been seen here this year – but none are so beautiful as the one which enjoys “Beautiful” as 

part of its name.  The Male demoiselle is mostly Blue and the Female is mostly of a ‘Bronze’ 

{Golden } colour. 

One other transparent-winged creature hatched at the very end of May – the Crane Fly. This 

one obligingly posed on our off-white paintwork to have its photo taken!  

 
The ‘Cranefly’. 

Crane Flies are found worldwide but only a specialist entomologist could distinguish every 

one of the 329 species, one from another. As adults they are all quite elegant and harmless. 

“Daddylonglegs” tends to be used as the name for larger ones but most crane flies of all 

sizes are ignored. Attention is reserved for their much hated larvae – leatherjackets !   

Although leatherjackets have some value for the soil ecosystem, this is greatly outweighed 

in the UK by their destructive habits as agricultural and garden pests as they chomp their 

way through roots and leaves, killing the plants. Sporting history includes the fact that 

Lord’s Cricket Ground was so badly affected by leatherjackets in 1935 that “they caused 

bald patches on the wicket and the pitch took unaccustomed ‘spin’ for much of the season”! 

The groundsmen massacred thousands of leatherjackets in response but the damage was 

done – English cricket results were distorted! Eighty years of crop rotation and intensive 

gardening later and still the leatherjackets  are with us...  ☺ 

 

To move on to non-flying creatures 

Arachnids 

 

I am a confirmed “arachnophobe”  but even I couldn’t be disturbed by an enchanting 

picture of “tiny spiders hatching next to a honeysuckle” flower and “abseiling down on 

individual threads”.  Research has revealed them to be the spiderlings  (a genuine and lovely 

word ) of the Garden Spider (Araneus diadematus) , one of our most common brown web-

building spiders. The adult spider is unremarkable and can be found in every garden and 

many other habitats from June onwards but these spiderlings  have a rather engaging habit.  

The adult spider lays 500 –> 800+ eggs in a cluster, on a hedgerow, in the autumn, 

covering them with a protective layer of silk. 



 

 

The following Spring they hatch as tiny yellow/brown ‘spiderlings’ but they stay together 

unless disturbed - when the bundle will “explode ! ” and the tiny spiders will disperse. 

When the threat to the cluster has passed they climb back up into their ‘bundle/web’ again 

until they become older and more independent of the family group.  Then they become very 

independent.  Garden Spiders can bite if provoked but you would hardly notice it! 

 

 
     ‘A  Spiderling  explosion ‘  © Sally B. 

Crustaceans 

And the last of the “minibeasts” for this issue is the White-legged Snake Millipede 

(Tachypodoiulus niger), which would be really terrifying but for the fact that it is only two 

inches (6 cm) long and very strictly vegetarian! It can be found under rocks or decaying 

wood where it feeds on mildew and dead plant material, returning it to the soil as a natural 

compost. Unlike the ‘spiderlings’, it curls up into a ball when disturbed. None of the 

millipede family actually has 1000 legs – the maximum is about 700 and the White-legged 

Snake Millipede has a mere 100. But did you know that millipedes can walk backwards as 

well as forwards? Hence it may be difficult to tell whether they’re “coming or going” and in 

folklore they were once thought to have two heads, one at each end of the body! 

 

 
                                                                    White-legged Millipede  © David G. 

Mammals 

There has been nothing unusual among the mammal sightings in Lyonshall this May. A Hare 

and a young Fox have both been seen in the distance. Rabbits abound, although some have 

been found dead but not visibly injured, perhaps a result of raptor attack. Moles have left 

hillocks everywhere and Squirrel kits are now at their most lively, leaping from branch to 

branch in acrobatic games of chase.               

 



 

 

But I am going to end the section on the “May fauna”, unashamedly, with a cute and heart-

warming photo – a delightful Bank Vole who popped its head out in a Curl-brook garden. 

These little voles are certainly not uncommon. They are mainly vegetarian, living off nuts, 

seeds, roots and berries, but they will occasionally eat small insects. Unfortunately, 

however, they are also an easy and very essential prey for owls and other raptors and for 

stoats and weasels.   As I said earlier:     “That’s life”. 

         
            ‘Bank Vole’ © David G.  

Lynhales Pool 

We are delighted to include our regular Lynhales Pool photographs for May, showing how 

lovely this remains month-after-month.    Also included is a more atmospheric Photograph. 

 

      
       ‘Lynhales Pool’ alongside  Bridleway LZ 4 May 2020 © Isobel H.          &   ‘Artistically’  ©  Steve Futcher. 

 

Lyonshall Weather in May 

 

 



 

 

The sunniest and driest May in English recorded history !!!!  OK for the past ‘110’  years so 

not for “ever”.  But we had less than 3mm of rain in the month [less than ¼ of an inch so it 

was VERY, very dry].   May was a hot and a very dry month “without a shadow of a doubt”!  

This brought on the garden plants and the breeding season for the birds and we must hope 

that the rest of the year will balance it out a little.  Some things benefit but some others lose 

out!  “Who would be a Farmer” in these times?  Erratic weather does not help our Agriculture. 

 

Comment 

... Perhaps the most fascinating experience of this month was listening to the sound of the 

Cuckoo  through ear-phones while photos of the full moon rolled past on the PC screen – 

my thanks to KW for that. And it made me think how fortunate we are to have 5 (some say 6) 

senses!  Although Sight is the predominant contributor to our enjoyment of the natural 

world (and to this Country Diary), it is enhanced by all the other four from time to time, as 

with Hearing the Cuckoo or suddenly being surrounded by amazing Scent and discovering 

that a nearby Honeysuckle has come into flower. Burrs, Nettles and Pussy-willow would be 

comparatively uninteresting but for Touch - and Taste is important in our evaluation of 

fungi. So please don’t forget the other senses in your enjoyment of the Lyonshall 

countryside or in your contributions to this Diary. 

But it wasn’t just the Cuckoo or the Honeysuckle that made me reflect on this! As with many 

older people, my Hearing “isn’t what it was”. It’s good enough for most purposes but I’ve 

switched the TV on to providing its automated sub-titles for extra clarity in case I can’t hear 

a speaker well enough. Last night I was idly looking at Springwatch  when the subtitle 

referred to a “nude’s leg”, which I quickly realised was the “newt’s egg” I’d just heard about! 

A few minutes later a “dunnock’s nest” was described as a “dinner messed”. I chortled to 

myself about the limitations of technology and would probably have thought no more about 

it if the automatic subtitler had not then told me that Chris Packham was expecting to see 

“some clean wasps”!  “How on earth will he know whether they’re clean or dirty?” I asked 

myself – smell, perhaps?  When I realised that even the knowledgeable CP wasn’t that 

brilliant and “queen” wasps were anticipated! You see! It’s good to have more than one 

sense!                                    You get more laughs that way!  ☺                 Keep on smiling! 

 

ALL CONTRIBUTIONS, verbal or photographic, amateur or expert, gratefully received 

at jcvqa@btinternet.com 

 

SOME PHOTOS THAT MISSED THE ‘CUT’: 

              
   Peony © Les K.        ‘Heifers’ in a Meadow.            White Deadnettle.   Dylan LZ 8. ©Isobel H. 
 

        
 [looking West] Dawn 21st May  [looking East]. Changeable 16th May. Shower 23rd May.      Sunny 15th May. 

BBC Weather Watch:    pictures from Lyonshall  HR5 3LN, Herefordshire, England.    May 2020 

{“Sunny”} 
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