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LYONSHALL – “Bogs & Marshes”  –  “Flora & Fauna”                                   

throughout the Ages [nearly 2,000 years of recorded history]. 

Lyonshall sits in a clay amphitheatre facing East and surrounded by hills on three sides. It is fed by a 

myriad [more than 50] underground springs and water sources. It has ever been thus! 

• Holme Marsh, with its Romano-British remains [43 to 409 AD] near “Cold Heart”, was the original 

settlement recorded here. The Anglo-Saxon meaning of its name is “The Island in the Bog”.  The 

‘English’ village of “Hulmo”, first recorded in 1229 AD, sits at the terminus of an ‘Offa’s Dyke’ spur 

built after 3 Welsh conflicts with The King of Mercia in 778 to 796 AD  in “Herefordia in Gwalia”. 

Lyonshall’s original buildings and ‘water related’ references. 

• The original ‘Manor House’ at Lyonshall was “The Moors” which was a Tudor building - replaced by 

‘Lynhales Hall ’ in the 1860s.  It is surrounded by water features   –   why might that be I wonder ? 

• The original landownership recorded in ‘The Domesday Book’ was “Penrhos Court” with its natural 

pools.  This is recorded as belonging to Prince Mynarch  [The Prince of Powys] in 1086 AD.  “Pen  

Rios” meant [in Welsh] “The Top of The Moor / Bog”.  i.e.  It was above the usual ground water level. 

• The original Norman  Castle, finally built in stone on top of a hill in about 1090 AD  had (and still 

has) a naturally water-filled moat 140 ft above the heart of the Village. Water does not flow “uphill”! 

• Adjoining the Parish Church [built in about 1290 AD] was a “Lady Well ” dedicated to the “Mother of 

Jesus”.  This spring appears out of the ground, and flows downhill still onto the A44 trunk road.   

• In The ‘Broad Meadow’ by The Upper Fishpool Orchard lie the remains of a medieval “Fishpool ” with 

its central island and its bay for trapping ‘water fowl’ - intact still.  This was possibly built by the 

Monks of Leominster Priory after 1290 AD  but it is recorded in Royal documents of 1388 AD.  It is 

recorded again after ‘The Reformation’ in 1545 AD.  It was fed by water from the castle hill (traces 

of the water courses can be seen still when the grasses are parched in the summer), and it is 15 

metres above ‘The Curl Brook’ (That is 49 ft. above the Village). Again: Water does not “flow uphill”!  

Lyonshall’s ‘water related’ Flora & Fauna. 

The Parish of Lyonshall is gifted with a plethora of bugs & beetles, animals & amphibians, flowers and 

other flora that continue to thrive in its very “wet environment”.  Here are but a few  of those that we have 

recorded in The Lyonshall Country Diary [Pests  in red] in the past 12 months {July 2019 - June 2020}: 

Flora:   Duckweeds, Ferns [‘Male’ & ‘Harts Tongue’], Great Scented Liverwort, Marsh Bedstraw, Marsh 

Marigolds, Marsh Stitchwort, Marsh Teasel, Marsh Thistle, Mosses [‘Feather’, ‘Reindeer’, ‘Sphagnum’ & 

‘Tamarisk’], Himalayan Balsam, Rushes [‘Compact’, ‘Bull’ & ‘Soft’], Trumpet Lichen, Water-Crowfoot, Water 

Figwort, Water Mint, Water Plantain, Water Starwort and Willows [very many varieties including ‘Bay Willow’, 

‘Crack Willow’, ‘Goat Willow’, ‘Osier Willow’, ‘Pussy Willow’, ‘White Willow’ & a special ‘Grey Willow’ @ Holme Marsh]. 

Fauna:  ‘Bullyheads’, Burnished Brass Moths, Caddis Flies, Common Frogs & Toads, Damsel & Dragon 

Flies, Gnats [“millions of ‘em !”], Herons, Marsh Tits, Mallard,  Mayflies, Minnows, Moorhens, Newts [‘Great 

Crested’, ‘Smooth’ & ‘Palmate’], Otters, Pipistrelle bats, Signal Crayfish, Swans and the Wild Geese (overhead). 


