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 “Wombles are organised, work as a team. Wombles are tidy and Wombles are clean”! 

                
  Great Uncle Bulgaria.       Madame Cholet.            Tobermory.                 Wellington.                       Tomsk.   

                   
          Orinoco.                         Stepney.                         Bungle.         Cairngorm McWomble.            Shansi. 
 

Lyonshall residents and the “frequent flyers” down our rural roads may have noticed some 

new and colourful additions to our verges and lay-by’s. These attractive and skilfully 

painted slate plaques urge us all to ‘Keep Lyonshall Special  ’ because “Lyonshall is Lovely ”.  

Each one is based on a different character from `The Wombles’.  For those youngsters 

(anyone under 40?) who don’t remember The Wombles, they were a large family of friendly 

underground creatures, to be found in books and on TV from the 1960s to the  1980s,  

whose passion was for clearing areas of litter and making “Good  Use  of  Bad  Rubbish”.  

Designed for children, many of us who were already adult when they first appeared and who 

loved them then love them still now!  So a Big “Thank You” to Suzanne Hughes  :- Partly for 

asking people to take their litter home with them and partly for reminding us all of our 

youthful ideals and these friendly little characters!    “Long may they reign – under  us !”. ☺ 

 

What to say about July? 

After the high hopes raised by sunny May and not-too-bad June,  July was, weather-wise , a 

bit of a let-down (see “Lyonshall Weather” below) so to cheer us all up I thought I would find 

a funny quotation. The only one I could find (a reminder of a favourite film) was: 

 

Have you heard? It’s in the stars! 

Next July we collide with Mars. 

                                                                                                     (Cole Porter, High Society) 

 

I was about to dismiss that, as liable to be taken seriously by some doom-monger, when I 

was reminded that the first ‘commercial’ space flight had just been a great success!  And a 

newly returned Comet is flying over us every night!  It’s an omen!  “Flight” is prominent in 

this issue of the Country Diary because we have received several excellent contributions 

about butterflies, moths and assorted flying insects and quite a few about birds... With 

which tortuous segue... 

 

Fauna 



Birds 

How quickly the years pass!  I looked out of my bedroom window a fortnight or so ago and 

there, sitting on the security fencing next door and keeping a close eye out for an over-

confident rabbit, was a fledgling Buzzard.  He was in almost exactly the same spot as where 

another larger fledgling whom we christened “Fluffy” had sat this time last year.  I say “he” 

because among Buzzards the female is larger than the male.  We had heard great shrieks a 

few days earlier when the Buzzard family appeared to be having an argument as they taught 

the young one to fly :– fledgling on top of the Douglas Fir, one parent in the trees nearby 

and one by the Upper Fishpool.  Now “Son of Fluffy” (if that’s what he is!) had got the hang of 

it. 

I was resigned to having only a distant photo of him when – lo and behold! – he turned up in 

Burgage Close and, thanks to Dinah Appleby of the village, we have the photos of him here:  

 

          
                                                   Son of ‘Fluffy’             &         Close up  © Dinah A. 

 

It seems like only a few years ago that Buzzards were quite rare. Now they frequently circle 

and ‘scream’ overhead in areas like ours but we don’t get to see them, watchful and silent 

on fence-posts and telegraph poles, so often. 

STOP PRESS: – “Son of Fluffy” was seen today, circling gamely if a little unsteadily in the 

wind, just above ‘Tellin’s’ paddock! 

Other bird sightings, or absence of sightings, have mainly been about the summer migrants 

– house martins, swifts and swallows. They have variously been reported as present 

(including a Swallow nesting in a village outhouse), absent or flying overhead. Last month I 

noted a lack of Martins; this month they have been seen on several occasions, once 

apparently mobbing the young Buzzard and once gathering on the wires as if planning an 

early flight south.  I think the conclusion we must come to is that all three species have been 

around the village this year but perhaps not in the numbers we’ve seen in previous years. 

However, we do have this one lovely photo of a Swallow at the ‘Lyonshall Nursery’ this July. 

 

 
Swallow © Simon T. 

 

I wonder... Where did birds sit before we had telephone wires? 

 



No further news about the Lesser Spotted Woodpecker family at Holme Marsh other than 

that they are alive and well but elusive about having their photo taken. The Greater Spotted 

Woodpecker is busy around the feeders, there are Blackbirds “everywhere” and the usual 

collection of small birds (mostly Sparrows) is twittering in the hedgerows. There is an 

inordinate number of young Robins this year, just changing from speckled to red. And the 

Tawny Owls are still feeding their young – I know this because my terrier obligingly clears up 

any small bones left below the nest site and the ground is covered with plucked feathers! 

So, not a lot of bird news this month but we can hope for more avian action in August. 

 

Mammals 

The only mammal photo received this month was of “The Lyonshall Hedgehog ” who lives in 

a garden close by to the Curl Brook.  Is he or she now entitled to be “Our Hedgehog”  ? 

 

 
‘The Hedgehog’ © David G. 

However the good news is that there are several other Hedgehogs recorded in Burgage Close 

and mention has been made of one near to Rodd’s Farm and another near Pembridge. So, 

fingers crossed, maybe the Hedgehog population in this area, at least, is not too badly 

threatened and capable of increasing during the next year or two.  A forthcoming winter 

which is dry and cool-but-not-freezing would be good, if anyone knows how to order that! 

Rabbits abound, as do Squirrels, although their numbers are fewer than in June. They have 

been enjoying the early hazel nuts, judging by the scattering of green half-shells under 

every bush and tree. The Moles, too, are busy. Otherwise no mammals have been seen or 

reported and I am regretfully coming to the conclusion that this is more than happenstance 

and that Lyonshall has not escaped the significant decline in mammal population reported 

from elsewhere in England. If that’s true (and it’s still a big ‘IF’), we cannot blame it on the 

local farmers, who don’t have great acres of arable here and allow us miles of agreeably-

untidy hedgerows; instead we must look at the winter rainfall, flooding and, possibly, 

climate change. Please keep an eye out for mammals - it may just be a “right place, right 

time” question. 

 

Amphibians, Fish, Reptiles 

No reports this month. 

 

Insects and Arachnids 

 

More on Moths, Butterflies and their larvae later but first some other insect sightings... 

There were very few flies and beetles around this July, not many wasps or hoverflies and no 

more bees than usual but the skies were mostly grey, which neither encourages them nor 

encourages us to look for them! There were, however, two colourful “old friends” – the 

Green Shieldbug and the Scarlet Lily Beetle – and two less-colourful and more interesting 

creatures – Wharf Borers and Harvestmen. All were photographed and reported by Simon 

Thomas at Lyonshall Nurseries where I suspect that many of them are less than welcome!   



The Green Shieldbugs (Palomena prasina) do comparatively little damage. They are a 

common inhabitant in garden shrubs but also have a particular fondness for raspberries and 

runner beans! They emerge from hibernation in April or May and mate in June. The nymphs 

then go through five stages, moulting between each one, before the ‘imago’ is reached in 

September. The one shown here is probably a “fourth instar ” nymph. 

The Scarlet Lily Beetles (Lilioceris lilii), on the other hand, are “a pest in most temperate 

climates where lilies are cultivated”. Tell me about it! They lay their eggs on the underside of 

lily leaves (and those of some other well-known garden plants including Fritillaries, 

Hollyhocks and Hostas) where they hatch into brown larvae in about 10 days and emerge to 

eat through the leaves and up the plants and sometimes the flower buds themselves. The 

bright red beetles themselves can be picked off by hand, if you’re not too squeamish, but 

the larvae emit a sticky brown substance called “frass ” which glues them on tightly and a 

vigorous use of a hose at the maximum pressure the plant will withstand is probably the 

most eco-friendly treatment. 

The Wharf-Borer beetle (Nacerdes melanura) is far more acceptable to gardeners since the 

adults do not eat at all and they are quite harmless. Their eggs are deposited in damp, 

rotten, sometimes-buried wood (hence the name) where the larvae burrow and feed. They 

are alleged to “damage wood used in building infrastructures” but I sincerely hope no 

builder is using wood so old and decayed that ‘Wharf-borer’ Beetles can get their tiny teeth 

into it! 

The Harvestman (Opiliones)  is the most interesting find of the month. Harvestmen are 

‘arachnids’ similar to but not closely related to spiders, although they resemble them and 

are sometimes known as “Daddy Long-Legs Spiders”. The principal distinctions are that their 

bodies are small, round and not segmented, they have only one pair of eyes and they don’t 

have any silk glands so do not build webs. Instead they “wander about on their long legs, 

scavenging dead plant or animal material” and ‘in captivity’ they have a taste for bread and 

butter! (Children occasionally keep them as pets...)They also eat aphids, so they are a 

gardener’s friend. Harvestmen mainly appear at harvest time, as their name suggests, but 

this one thought he’d get to the Garden Centre early by travelling on an incoming pot.  

Note that Harvestmen are not to be confused with the true “Daddy Long-legs”, The Cranefly 

(below) which we also showed earlier this year. 

 

        
 Green Shield Bug,         Lily Beetle.         Wharf Borer beetle &   Harvestman  © Simon T.               Crane fly. 

 

And so to July’s “pieces de resistance”- Butterflies and Moths: 

We have never had so many butterfly, moth and larvae sightings before and never before 

had such a wonderful array of photos of them. Our grateful thanks to all our contributors... 

Butterflies first, in no particular order: 

1.  Clouded Yellow – a migrant from N. Africa and S. Europe, occasionally appearing in large 

numbers. Beloved of artists and featured in medieval illuminated manuscripts. 

2 & 3.  Marbled White – two more photos of this beautiful butterfly, quite rare and first 

shown in this Country Diary last month. 

4.  Gatekeeper – commonly found in gateways, especially in hedgerows. Caterpillars feed on 

grass. 



5. Green-veined White.  – a “white” with the most delicate underside to its wings. Feeds on 

garlic mustard and leaves cabbages alone! Described as “indestructible”. 

6.  Meadow Browns.(mating) – our commonest butterfly but not always noticed because of 

its subdued colouring, it is one of the few which will fly in cloudy weather. Once considered 

“mournful” and associated with “lost souls in Hell”, which seems a tad unfair!  

7.  Speckled Wood . – a butterfly of dappled shade, often overlooked. Noted for its spiralling 

“gladiatorial” fights with other Speckled Woods in defence of favoured perches on sunlit 

leaves! 

8 & 9.  Small Whites . – aka Small Cabbage White, a devourer of brassicas but less of a pest 

than the Large White because it lays its eggs singly. Two broods, pure white born in Spring, 

duskier born in Summer. 

10.  Peacock. –unmistakable, the new season’s Peacock butterflies shine like jewels when 

they emerge towards the end of July. They flutter round until early Autumn when they go 

into hibernation and re-emerge the following Spring looking somewhat dustier! 

11 & 12.  Red Admirals. – an all-time favourite! Once migrants, they are now often resident. 

There is much debate about where the “admiral” comes from, one theory being that it 

derives from naval ensigns consisting of “a plain field with bright colours in the corner”. 

Hmmm..... 

 

And now Moths and their larvae 

13.  Snout Moth – an early-evening flyer easily identified by its long “snout”, this one is            

probably female since the males are greyer in colour.  Common in gardens and       

hedgerows, the larvae feed on nettles, which are easily found around here! 

14.  Yellow-tailed Moth – silky white but with a tuft of yellow hairs at the tip of the        

abdomen which the female uses to cover her newly-laid eggs and keep them warm!            

The black dot on the forewing indicates that this one is the smaller male.   

15.  Purple Thorn Moth - rests with its wings open and half-raised. Although fairly common 

in rural gardens in southern England, it’s not often seen so we are lucky to have this photo. 

16.  Peppered Moth – an excellent example of natural selection, this moth’s white-with-

black markings imitate the twigs on which it sits in rural areas. A dark version developed in 

the early 19th century, coinciding with the blacker surfaces of the industrial revolution. 

17.  Swallow-tailed Moth – One of the largest British moths, this delicate creature is quite 

common but not often seen because it flies strictly at night and has only a short adult life. 

18 & 19.  Garden Tiger Moth and its ‘Woolly Bear’ Caterpillar – we were delighted to receive 

these two photos from two different sources in the village, especially since these moths and 

their hairy caterpillars are now much rarer than in my childhood and there is concern that 

they may be becoming extinct in some areas. The moth’s striking pattern and colouring is 

intended as a warning to predators such as small birds and bats and, indeed, their body 

fluids are toxic. The caterpillars can cause severe irritation if handled because of histamines 

in their hairs (Nevertheless this one was carefully carried off the main road, without ill-

effect!). It is possible that their toxicity may derive from the fact that Foxgloves [Digitalis] 

are a favourite larval food plant.”Butterfly Conservation” are seeking reports of these so we 

shall inform them of the sightings. 

20. Spectacle Moth Caterpillar – and finally, a caterpillar for which we needed specialist 

identification. This is the caterpillar of the Spectacle Moth, so-called because of the 

markings on its thorax. I doubt whether I would recognise the adult moth but the caterpillar 

is quite distinctive and they feed on – yes, you’ve guessed it! – nettles!  © Simon Thomas. 

                           

Other butterflies seen but not photographed this July have included Ringlets, Fritillaries and 

Tortoiseshells.  It has really been a most amazing month! 

 



”LYONSHALL’s  LEPIDOPTERA”!  ☺ 

BUTTERFLIES: 
 

                      
  ‘Clouded Yellow’ & ‘Marbled White’ © David G.                ‘Marbled White’               &    ‘Gatekeeper’ © Sarah Cad. 

                       
 ‘Green Veined White’ & ‘2 Meadow Browns’ © Sarah C.   Speckled Wood’ © Mike I.  ‘2 Small Whites’ © Sarah C. 

              
          ‘Small White’ .       &     ‘Peacock’  © David G.            ‘Red Admiral’ © David G.             ‘Red Admiral’ © Simon T. 
 

MOTHS: 
 

                    
 ‘Snout Moth’ &  ‘Yellow-tailed Moth’ © Simon T.          ‘Purple Thorn Moth’  &      ‘Peppered Moth’   ©  David G.  

        
‘Swallow Tailed’ Moth  + ‘Garden Tiger Moth’ © David G.  & ‘Woolly Bear’ © Simon T  & Spectacle Moth larvae . 

 

Time to talk about............. 

Flora 

First,  an apology !   Rather, two apologies  ...  Senility must be setting in because last 

month I used a photo of ‘Ground Elder’ and described it as ‘Cow Parsley’. I hadn’t even 

remembered taking the Ground Elder’s photo – as a gardener it’s not high on my approval 

list – so I can offer no explanation. I also wrongly named a photo of ‘Self-Heal’, which I 

confused with Viper’s Bugloss, though heaven-knows-why?   Still, it’s good to know we have 

at least one alert reader who can put us right!  Thank you. 

 



No “Tree” news this month, so let me start with a well-loved climbing shrub – Honeysuckle, 

also known as the ‘Woodbines’ (Think Shakespeare, not cheap fags!).  There are umpteen 

varieties of Honeysuckle (We have at least 7 in our garden) which have one thing in common 

– their marvellous scent, attractive to humans and bees alike. The only one of those shown 

below which I can say confidently is truly “wild” is the creamy-white one, Lonicera 

periclymenum, seen in an orchard hedgerow, but I make no apology for the other two which 

are or may be garden escapees, all three are seen in or around The Parish of Lyonshall. 

 

                             
         Wild Honeysuckle.                    ‘Heavily Scented’ © Simon T.                    ‘Red Blossomed’  © David G. 

Like many plants, superstitions grew up about bringing Honeysuckle indoors of which the 

most entertaining is from Cambridgeshire, where it was thought to give young girls erotic 

dreams! 

Other “sports” which may be wild, garden escapees or cross-bred varieties have included 

two little Violas, gleaming in the grass.  The Wild Strawberries are now in fruit and match the 

Violas for ground-level brightness. 

 

       
                 Violas growing in the wild.                     Wild Strawberry.              Burdock.                         Teasel. 

 

July is also the season for the Big Pricklies!  We mentioned Thistles in June. This month they 

were joined by Burdock and Teasels. Burdock is a nuisance; the burrs – fortunately still a 

month or so away - catch on anything which touches them and then cling on for dear life, 

the dog’s coat and my sweater being particular favourites. But Teasels – I love Teasels! They 

are so handsome. In previous years we have held Teasel-height competitions with the 

neighbours, knowing that they’re never planted in gardens, they just pop up in some corner 

where they were not expected. This year they have grown on the untended ground next 

door in a line which almost exactly marks the edge of the flower bed removed a year or so 

ago. Very curious...  

I’ve also discovered another curious thing about Teasels. People familiar with the plant will 

know that it tends to trap water in the cups formed where leaves join the stem; insects 

drown in these cups and at one time it was thought that Teasels might be insectivorous. In 

fact, research --another one for my Who Knew?  records? -- has shown that removing these 

insects makes no difference to the Teasel’s height but allowing the insects to stay results in 

a greater number of seeds. “Not a lot of people know that!” 

Why do all the ‘Big Pricklies’ have purple flowers? 
 

Finally some of the more uncommon or prettier flowers of the month. 

 



                 
  1. © Sarah Cad.                 2.  David G.                  3. ‘Old Station’              4. © Sarah Cad.        5. ‘With Beetle’! 

These are: 

1. White Betony – A member of the Mint family and more commonly seen in its purple 

form. It has alleged medicinal uses but these are unproven so I would advise against 

trying it. Certainly don’t try it if pregnant.  

(However, researching it has given me a new “Word of the Month” – Ethnobotanical.  I 

shall deliver my ethnobotanical  findings on plants in the future) 

2. Purple Loosestrife – A plant of damp areas such as river banks and ditches. I have 

repeatedly tried to find the derivation of the name “Loosestrife” but without success. 

3. Meadow Sweet – Another common inhabitant of wettish patches and not generally 

regarded as a “meadow” plant, its cream-coloured flowers are very decorative. 

4. Broad-leaved Helleborine – A tall orchid with strange “drooping” flowers and leaves 

that spiral round the stem.  It mostly grows in woodland and is officially classified as 

“common” although I have never seen it previously and the only place it appears to 

be really “common” is on wasteland around Glasgow! 

5. Herb Robert – Now this really IS common! Lyonshall is the only place I’ve lived where 

I’m pulling handfuls of this little member of the Geranium family out of the flower 

beds, a bit reluctantly because its tiny flowers are pretty and its leaves turn a nice 

shade of red. 

 

Last instalment in 2020 for the “Lords and Ladies” saga:  They might have been slow to 

flower but their stout stems of berries are now widespread. 

 

      
‘Lords & Ladies’ berries. 

 

And finally for those with a strong sense of humour... 

Fox-and-Cubs (Orange Hawkweed)   Readers may remember that we showed this pretty 

little burnt-orange flower in the June issue, having found it growing unexpectedly on the 

grass at the A480/A44 junction.  I was therefore very disappointed to discover in late July 

that it had been completely strimmed away (Presumably, at about 20 cm (8 inches) high, it 

was blocking the sightlines of voles and lizards) . So I tried hard to laugh when, under the 

heading “My top flowers for a wilder looking lawn” in The Times on August 1st, their 

gardening expert Stephen Anderton recommended Orange Hawkweed  [complete with a 

picture of the plant]. Google it to buy plants or seeds!    Still, it does grow elsewhere in the 

Parish, as evidenced by D. G’s photo of the Clouded Yellow Butterfly – but we’re not saying 

where it is in order to avoid more Fox-and-Cubs plants meeting a similar fate. 

 



             
                                                    ‘Fox & Cubs’ © David G.               “We Care” © Suzanne Hughes. 

Fungi 

No “Moss and Lichens” news this month but we have a few fungi. 

 

         
               ‘Pleated Inkcap’.                              ‘Orange Birch’ Boletus.                                ‘Bitter Boletus’.       

                      
       ‘Honey Fungus’ under a Silver Birch tree.                          ‘Chicken of the Woods’ © Isobel H. 

First to appear this month were tiny white Pleated Inkcaps (Parasola plicatilis), also known as 

“Little Japanese Umbrellas”. They do indeed have slender but strong stems worthy of an 

umbrella! Great clusters of them appeared under the trees at the edge of the grass one day 

and were almost all gone by the next. I cannot better the Culinary Note provided in our 

research: “The Pleated Inkcap is generally regarded as inedible and its small size and thin 

flesh mean there is little temptation to try eating these insubstantial mushrooms”. Very true! 

Next came the Orange Birch Bolete (Leccinum versipelle). The one we found was small but 

growing out of a conveniently-broken bit of wood which was quite probably Birch. This can 

be eaten if fried or boiled for at least 15 minutes but is mildly toxic when raw! Ours was 

solitary and so small that it wasn’t worth getting the frying pan out but larger ones can be 

found under birch trees if you really want to try them; they’re allegedly quite popular in 

Finland. ☺ 

And then the Bitter Bolete (Tylopilus felleus) , much larger and already nibbled by mice and 

slugs. It is found in mixed woodland or under conifers. The books warn that this fungus can 

be mistaken for a ‘Penny Bun’ fungus and that, though “technically edible”, it is extremely 

bitter.     The other photos show a bracket fungus which appears to have completely 

destroyed the host tree on which it was found so that the tree had to be felled. [This is not a 

Honey Fungus, as first thought, but there are quite a lot of ‘Honey Fungi’ around, as many 

tree owners will be well aware.]  In fact it is a ‘Chicken of the Woods’ . “Edible when young!” 

 

The Lynhales Pool 2020 – ‘Isobel’s Photography Project ’. 

Most of our readers will by now have heard of the sad fate of ‘Lynhales Pool’ into which 

some kind of oil leaked or was dumped possibly early in the month. The Environment 

Agency were informed quickly and set to work with booms, but seemingly not before oil had 

also leaked downhill via an out flow.  Hopefully ‘The Pool’ will eventually be fully cleared of 

this contaminant, the plants and wildlife will return and it will again be a beautiful place but 

this is likely to be a matter of many months regrettably.  We will report on any progress. 

 



           
    Lynhales Pool after the accidental oil spillage in early July – leaking into The Curl Brook © Isobel Hutton. 

 

Lyonshall Weather in July 

 

 

                                       
                   The ‘Grain’ Moon.                             “If thy be fine” !     A dry month. 

July was a very dry month but a “cool” one – not in the best ‘hippy’ sense of the word!  The 

average temperature was on or below average except for a peak right at the end when it 

shot up to 108 F [42.3c in the Sun & 30c in the shade].  However, from an amateur farming 

viewpoint the “Grain Moon” has done her bit and the crops appear to be ripening well.  The 

tractor movements around the Parish bode well for a good harvest! ☺  Note:  We use the 

English names for the ‘Full Moons’ as opposed to the USA equivalents favoured by The BBC. 

 

Comment 

There is nothing I can add to what I said last month – it is difficult to plan ahead in a period 

of such uncertainty. So I shall just recommend that we all “Enjoy the Moment”, hope for 

some more fine weather and look at our lovely and interesting wildlife. Meanwhile the 

garden awaits – nothing seems to stop the weeds from growing! 

 

ALL CONTRIBUTIONS, verbal or photographic, amateur or expert, gratefully received 

at jcvqa@btinternet.com 

 

mailto:jcvqa@btinternet.com

