
Isobel’s “PERRY  PEAR TREES ” – ‘The Old Orchard’, LYONSHALL, HR5 3LL. 

Location:   OS Explorer  Map Sheet 201.  Grid 331563 [ These “ancient” pear trees are on privately 

owned land but they are very visible from the car park of The Lyonshall War Memorial Hall HR5 3LL 

adjacent to the A480 near its junction with the A44 Kington to Pembridge / Leominster road].                                                                                            

Access:  The Lyonshall War Memorial Hall at Grid 334561 on foot or by vehicle.  Parking is free. 

 

 This 1840s Map of part of Lyonshall village shows The Trees & The Hall. 

The location of this venerable Perry Pear Tree and its smaller sibling is significant as they are 

growing over the site of the original ‘Ville’ of Lenehale which was granted its first ‘Charter’ by King 

Henry III in 1227 AD.  He ruled over England from 1216 to 1272.  His Grandson King Edward II 

ordered the destruction of the settlement and its Castle during “The Baron’s war” in 1307 when he 

needed to teach “The Marcher Lords” a lesson.  Despite Royal protection of the “Forest” and the 

Church lands the village of Leonhales was not rebuilt until the “Tudor Times” [Queen Elizabeth I] after 

1568.  A few buildings, such as ‘Penrhos Court’ and ‘The Wharf Inn’ survive from those earlier days. 

                                        

              The last two Perry Pear trees.   Lenehale ‘Archaeological site’  in 2011 with Pear trees and Memorial Hall. 

Isobel Hutton, a scion of The Hutton farming family lives at ‘The Old Orchard’ and her brothers own 

the land nowadays.  In 1840 the original Orchard belonged to Alethia Jeffries [1769-1849] of ‘Church 

House’ and from her it passed into the hands of The Robinsons of ‘Lynhales’.  After World War II the 

Huttons bought the farming lands and own them still, although David Hutton lets out these pasture 

fields to other local farmers.  The Public Footpath LZ 8 Passes close by the Perry Pear Trees en route 

from Holme Marsh via Spond Lane [passing by Burgage Close], Lynhales Drive to Offa’s Dyke and then 

on to the A44 at The Lyonshall Nurseries via LZ 7.  A herd of beautiful Hereford cattle often graze here. 
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The ‘War Memorial Poplars’ [left] & “Isobel’s Perry Pears” silhouetted against a January dawn sky. 

☺  TEN ‘ISOBEL’S PERRY PEAR’ – “FACTOIDS”.  ☺ 

1.    These Perry Pear Trees are registered by ‘The Woodlands Trust’ as an 

“Ancient Tree” No. 188164  and a “Veteran Tree” No. 188163.  Impressive!   

2.    These Perry Pear Trees are first recorded in ‘plot number 593’ on the Lyonshall 

Tithe Map of 1840.  Designated as an “Orchard” then, it is now ‘Pasture’ land. 

3.    These Perry Pear Trees are growing on the original site of the “Norman” and 

“Plantagenet” era settlement [‘Ville ’] at Lyonshall [c. 1227-1307 AD]. 

4.    Perry Pear trees were grown traditionally in Herefordshire, Worcestershire & 

Gloucestershire. 

5.    The Perry Pear ‘hybrid’ {“Peracium”} was mentioned by Saint Jerome of 

‘Croatia’ {Illyria} in the 4th Century AD [342-420 CE]. 

6.    Perry Pears are difficult to grow but once established they can ‘produce fruit’ for 

over 250 years. 

7.    The Perry Pear can live to “a great age” - and grow slowly to a great height. 

Prone to disease however!  One of the two remaining trees is “distressed”. 

8.    Pick the Perry Pear when “green” and then ripen it indoors.  They need more 

time to mature than a cider apple.  They have the consistency of ‘bullets’!  

9.    The Perry Pear was first introduced into England by ‘The Normans’ after 1066 

AD as an alternative to their own Norman/French cider apples. 

10.    Perry Pear products are now marketed as “pear cider  ” by local Herefordshire 

Companies such as ‘Bulmers’.  It has become fashionable once again - maybe!  ☺ 

Once a fashionable drink of “ the young and ‘hip’ ” in the 1960s Perry Pears were used to make “Babycham” – 

an extremely sweet and sparkling alcoholic drink.  When it fell out of fashion in the 1970s the Perry Pear orchards 

fell into disuse and many trees were cut down as uneconomic. Cider became fashionable again in the early 2000s 

and there was talk of reintroducing the Perry Pear but fashions changed again and our Perry Pear trees seem 

destined to remain as an historical oddity.  However these are undoubtedly beautiful trees worthy of preservation. 



MONTHLY Photos in 2021 of “The PERRY PEARS” in ‘the old orchard’ HR5 3LL. © Isobel H. 

                        

           Jan 2021. {The Larger & Smaller Trees}.           Jan 21st 2021. {looking North West}. 

 


