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    The ridge above ‘The Curl Brook’ at ‘Cold Heart’ near ‘Holme Marsh’.  “THE  SUPERMOON” rising.  

 
The ‘Milk Moon’ rises over ‘Bryncurl’ and the ancient Romano-British settlement – [c. 284 AD].   

 

“Though April showers, they come your way 

They bring the flowers that bloom in May 

So when it’s raining ---- have no regrets 

Because it isn’t raining rain - you know  -  it’s raining Violets”  ... [song] . 

 

Who wrote this lyric {a load of old optimistic nonsense - or maybe not? }  We remember it 

from our youth many years ago but it is insufficiently distinguished to have made it to the 

Oxford Dictionary of Quotations!  But there I was, trying to think of an appropriate quotation 

which I hadn’t used before, and the “April Showers”  song came, unbidden, to my mind..... It 

was sung by both Al Johnson  & Judy Garland  in the “olden days”!  ☺ 

 

“Extraordinary how potent cheap music is” 
(Noel Coward, 1930) 

Moreover this year it wasn’t even appropriate; barely a single shower of rain in the whole 

month and most of the Violets have bloomed and gone!  In fact it was one of the driest, but 

coldest, Aprils since modern records began (which was very good for prolonging the life of 

the daffodils and the tulips). More details about the weather later... 

Was this cold and dry April indicative of climate change and/or a harbinger of more dry 

weather to come?   “The Fishpool Oak” tree is definitely in leaf before “The Ash” tree on 

Footpath LZ10 this year, if you set any store by that ancient English adage [See: “Weather 

forecast”]: 

                              
                                 ‘Veteran Oak’ #173737.                      ‘Veteran Ash’ #188050. 
             



                                                                          
.                                Garden Daffodils .   30 Apr – 1 May 2021          Garden Tulips. 

We will just have to “wait and see”.  Meanwhile we can all enjoy the flowers. 

 

Flora 

 

Small Wildflowers 

As if it was reading the March “Country Diary” over my shoulder, while the myriad white 

Violet flowers died back the first solitary Purple Violet appeared on the old railway track-

bed. By the end of the month perhaps half-a-dozen had come into flower but there are no 

signs of more to come -- unlike the Bluebells, I’m pleased to say, where the first one to 

open was spotted on April 14th and within a fortnight there were masses of blue throughout 

the Parish.  Forget-me-Nots followed a similar pattern, as did Ground Ivy.  (These are all 

blue flowers, of course, and I am still speculating on whether or not that is significant.) 

 

           
                 Purple Violet.                Bluebells @ LZ10A.               Forget-me-Nots.                Ground Ivy. 

 

The humble little Ground Ivy (Glechoma hederacea) has an interesting past. An infusion of 

its leaves in boiling water – which is then allowed to cool – used to be considered effective in 

soothing eye irritations and curing styes (as far back as Galen, 129-210 AD  – 1,800 years 

ago). [“Glechoma”/”Glaucoma” – there’s a curious similarity but I’m not an etymologist].  It 

was also used in beer-making { hence an alternative name of ‘Ale-hoof ’ } before Hops 

became readily-available in England; and it has been used in cheese-making as a substitute 

for rennet – Vegetarians / Vegans please note. This is a statement & not a recommendation! 

 

           
                                            Lady’s Smock.                 Lords-and-Ladies.                   Valerian. 

Another of my favourite flowers arrived in April – the deceptively “delicate” Lady’s Smock or 

‘Cuckoo-Flower’. Though its stem is fine and its flower is a pastel pink, in my experience 

it’s as tough as any daisy.  It generally prefers wet ground but it is flourishing in our Wild-

flower garden in The Village this year despite the dry weather.  



“Lords-and-Ladies” (Arum maculatum) is exceptionally abundant this year. My “Folk Flora” 

book lists over 100 alternative names for this plant, several of which are graphic and 

unprintable in a family “Country Diary”!  Because of its handsome dark-spotted leaves, 

unusual flower and subsequent spikes of bright orange berries the wild Arum (“Lords-and-

Ladies”) has accrued a rich variety of folk-lore and a strange history of usage. For example, 

the leaves were said to be spotted with the blood of Christ as the plant was found at the 

foot of the Cross; the flowers were associated, unsurprisingly, with pregnancy but were also 

thought to be “fairy lanterns” which had guided the body of St. Withburga on a barge down 

the River Little Ouse; and the berries provided “poison for Adders” – not true, of course, but 

they are poisonous to humans! However the roots of Lords-and-Ladies did have a real 

practical value. They were ground and then filtered through water to make starch, also 

known as `arrowroot’, for stiffening ruffs and collars. (I suspect that the `arrowroot’ I use 

sometimes for thickening sauces etc. is nowadays made from a different plant.) 

Finally, the Valerian is back in flower. Its roots and leaves are widely used in herbal medicine 

to relieve ‘anxiety’ and ‘insomnia’ – please visit an established professional supplier if you 

wish to try this. Personally I’m just happy to see it growing in our hedgerows and neglected 

flower-beds or springing up out of tiny crevices in walls. It would cost me a fortune to buy 

so many as garden plants and they are notoriously difficult to cultivate from seed! 

 

Other familiar wildflowers are appearing daily – Field Woodrush, Groundsel, “Jack-in-the-

Hedge” (Garlic Mustard) and Purple Vetch - but we have had no reports of anything 

extraordinary in the small plant world this month. No doubt there will be plenty of plant / 

floral news in May! 

 

Trees and Shrubs 

As we all know, trees form an important part of the carbon scenario and Herefordshire is 

aiming to achieve carbon neutrality by 2030 (Nationally 2050 is the “net carbon zero” target 

date); to reach this we have to plant more trees and fell fewer.  So, by my calculations and 

bearing in mind that young trees absorb far less carbon than mature ones, we need to plant 

5,000 trees in Lyonshall within the next 30 years just to make up for the ones we’ve lost, 

over a million trees throughout the County if this tree-felling is imitated in other parishes. 

Fat chance! But still the Councils are indifferent to the issue...We can’t replace the trees, of 

course, but a sharp warning might at least “discourage the others”. 

Well, the good tree news is that the ones we have left are coming into flower or leaf.  Oak 

and Ash are noted above but we also have early blossom on the Cider Apple trees, green 

swags of flower on the Sycamores and a fine display on the ‘American Laurel’ on the A480. 

 

Remember to look out for The Oak Apples as “Oak Apple Day” falls on the 29th of May! 

                               
                          Cider Apple – Apr 21.                    Sycamore in flower.                        Laurel in flower. 



 

Perry Pear Trees 

There are also some lovely pictures of our ‘Ancient ’ Perry Pear tree {No. 188164} and its  

‘Veteran’ sibling from Isobel Hutton as part of her monthly series about these venerable and 

distinctive landmark trees, reminding us of a near-forgotten industry in this part of England. 

Isobel makes comment that the trees seemed to “come into blossom very quickly this year”. 

 

       
                                              Perry Pears in Blossom        -          mid April 2021. © Isobel H. 

Fauna 

 

Birds 

Obviously, one of my big concerns following the loss of the mature trees in the nesting 

season has been how many birds (and their eggs) we might have lost at the same time. 

Someone once said that it is “difficult to prove a negative” and so the fact that certain birds 

have not been reported as seen or heard this April does not necessarily mean they have left 

the area. So I shall reserve judgment on what we have NOT seen and concentrate on those 

birds which were definitely around this month. 

But first it might be as well to make an observation on nesting times.  Some critics have 

suggested that the Government’s date of March 1st as the “official” start of the nesting 

season is too early and that tree felling and “hedgerow-trimming” should be allowed until, 

say, mid-month. In reality the Government have got it right. Not only has there been a great 

deal of noisy squabbling among the Tits and Dunnocks about nest sites but by the 

beginning of April we were finding the first broken and empty shells of hatched small birds, 

in our case Sparrows and Blackbirds. These would have been laid about 14 – 17 days earlier 

and nest-building would have started a few days before that i.e. in early March. As we might 

expect, European research, mostly in Poland and Finland, confirms the fact that warmer 

temperatures earlier in the nesting period as a result of climate change mean that birds are 

building their nests and breeding earlier. March 1st seems to be a very reasonable date.  

 

                  
                                                  Sparrow [LZ10A] 16 Apr.                Blackbird [LZ10] 21 Apr. 

 



A late entry for the March issue worth mentioning in April was the presence of a Lesser 

Redpoll (Carduelis cabaret) at ‘Holme Marsh’. Redpolls would merit inclusion in the “little 

brown job” group of British birds but for the red patch on their foreheads. They are small 

finches and comparatively rare, a Red List “species of conservation concern”. Male and 

female are very similar. They have two characteristics of note – (one) they feed mainly on 

seeds in the branches of trees and scrub, preferably birch and alder, and can hang upside 

down while doing so and (two) they build rather scrappy nests in bushes and lay pale blue 

eggs with pink markings. They would not usually breed until May but hopefully the residents 

of ‘Holme Marsh’ will `keep an eye open’ for their nests. 

Another newcomer to our lists is a White Wagtail (Motacilla alba alba), a summer migrant 

from Europe and often one of the first to arrive. This is generally thought to be a sub-

species of the well-known Pied Wagtail (Motacilla alba) but has a much whiter breast and 

grey, rather than black, upper plumage. The birds are very similar in behaviour and 

movement – the one seen here defied identification by watching us from an electric cable! 

 

                         
                         Redpoll © Sally B.                      White Wagtail.            Blue Tits squabbling. 

 

We have also logged a number of other garden birds this April including the Blue Tits shown 

above who were squabbling about a fine piece of nesting material, a male Bullfinch in full 

breeding plumage, Greenfinches, Chaffinches and many very vocal Blackbirds.  

Talking of which, I can report several “hearings” of birds this Spring from those who are 

better at birdsong identification than I am, including a useful note on the songs of Warblers 

and Chiffchaffs from a contributor at ‘Holme Marsh’, where the bird population seems to be 

quite distinct from the species seen in the centre of ‘Lyonshall Village’.                                      

.                         I don’t know why I should be surprised at this - but I am !          ☺ 

A note on birdsong and the “dawn chorus” is attached. 

 

This April has introduced a new, though unintentional, “competition” – who can spot the 

first Swallow?   (Remember when “hearing the first Cuckoo” was the favoured 

correspondence in the National Press?  I guess that after this long ‘Pandemic Winter’ we are 

all desperate for signs of summer to come and we can’t wait long enough for the cuckoos! ) 

This year’s competition winners are ‘The Appleby family’ of ‘Burgage Close’ who saw the 

first Swallow  “battling the wind and a cold shower” on April 10th.  Our own “first Swallow” 

here at ‘The Old Station’ was April 18th, followed by 23rd (‘Holme Marsh’) and 24th (‘Penrhos 

Farm’) but the “Best Swallow-sighting Award” goes to ‘Penrhos House’ where, on April 30th 

”a pair of Swallows returned to build a nest, or use one of their old ones, in the open barn”!                                

No prizes I’m afraid but my thanks to everyone for lifting the mood a little!  ☺ 



I should mention the Swallows’ fellow-migrants the Swifts – a pair were seen in the Village 

on April 25th. 

Among the larger birds, Buzzards and Red Kites have been reported. We have had the usual 

visits from Pheasants of both genders, sometimes singly and occasionally in pairs. A female 

Pheasant which somehow managed to access our hen run was quickly driven out by the 

hens; she obviously didn’t feature anywhere in their “pecking order”. Nor did the brindled 

‘Cat’ which has taken to stalking our chickens!   Beware Cat :–  our Hens are from ‘Chile’!  ☺ 

 

             
Cock Pheasant  & hen Pheasant in ‘Church House’ meadow. 

 

Please keep the bird sightings coming in. Migrants and ‘Incomers’ are welcome in Lyonshall. 

 

Amphibians and Reptiles 

No “fish” reports this month but one “amphibian” and one “reptile” including another FIRST !   

Amphibians first – a very large Toad was found in a Polytunnel at The Nurseries and 

‘squirted’ at the member of staff who picked it up! You can hardly blame it! Who would want 

to be disturbed from such a nice, comfortable, fragrant residence on a cold April day? 

Reptiles – I am indebted to ‘The Whittern Farms’ on the higher ground to the North East of 

The Parish for this beautiful photograph of a male Adder seen up there this month. 

 

 
   Adder © L. Roberts. 

Before any snake-hater [“Ophidophobe ”] gets alarmed, ‘The Whittern’ is probably the only 

area of the Parish where Adders might be found - because of its soil conditions {“sandy silt 

and loam} which are a bit drier up on the hill than the damp clay found in The Village and 

most of the Parish where Lyonshall’s multitude of springs flow into ‘The Curl’ & ‘The Sour’ 

Brooks and from there into the River Arrow, The Lugg and The Severn.                                 .  

{We will possibly include another map of the Lyonshall water-courses with the May issue} 

Hence the fact that this is the first report of an Adder we have received.  Moreover, as most 

readers will know, the Adder is the only ‘British’ snake which is even ‘remotely’ dangerous 

to humans – there have been just 14 deaths from Adder bites in the UK since 1876 and the 

last one was in 1975. [That means that your chance of being killed by an Adder is miniscule 

– less than 0.1%  if you live in an area where they are common].  In Lyonshall ?   “Forget it”!   



Your chance of being run-over by a bus in the UK is 0.000037% but Adders will generally 

slither away and into hiding rather than attack – unlike busses!.  They are very afraid of you. 

 

However The Daily Telegraph was moved to issue a warning to dog-owners in late April to 

keep their dogs on a lead  in “Adder Country” as “the warm, dry weather has coaxed snakes 

out of hibernation to sunbathe in the long grass” and dogs have been bitten and have died. 

I look forward to any forthcoming reports of the ‘Whittern Adders’ and am hopeful that we 

might see other reptiles in Lyonshall again this summer – we had Grass Snakes, Slow-worms 

and Lizards in The Parish up until only a few years ago.  Where are they all now? 

 

Bees, Butterflies and other Insects 

Butterflies are another favourite sign of Summer to come and we’ve had a good handful of 

sightings – ‘Orange Tips’ and ‘Holly Blues’ which are always among the earliest Butterflies to 

appear; a ‘Red Admiral’ and a ‘Peacock’; and a few ‘Large Whites’ and one ‘Small White’.  

The Aphids reported by Simon from Lyonshall Nurseries are less welcome. Unfortunately, 

Wasps are equally unwelcome and the first Common Wasp (Vespula vulgaris) queens have 

been emerging from hibernation. “Unfortunately” because although we dislike or fear Wasps, 

unlike Bees they play an important role in the control of Aphids, as well as in pollination. 

This has been quantified by Dr Seirian Sumner of University College, London, who has 

identified 960 British plant species which Wasps pollinate (164 of them exclusively ) and 

their insect-eating habits are enormously beneficial to farmers.    “For every hectare of land 

with a decent wasp population, the insects can remove more than 8 Kg of prey, representing 

hundreds of thousands of insects that would otherwise be eating your crops ”.                       

Dr. Sumner does concede that Wasps are less lovable than Bees but argues that, although 

they don’t make honey, they are equally useful. She also argues that they are beautiful, 

unlike Bees which are “just fat and hairy” !  So herewith the only “fat and hairy” Bee newly-

noticed this April – Bombus ruderatus (dark form), this Large Garden Bumblebee, a mainly 

black Bumblebee which nests underground but was seen sunning itself one April afternoon. 

 

 
  The ‘Ruderal’ Bumblebee. 

 

Did you know that Bumblebees are “more effective pollinators than Honey Bees” because 

they can fly at lower temperatures?           I have just increased my arcane knowledge!  ☺ 

A few small house-flies and one very small “coppery-orange ” Damsel Fly are the only other 

insects noted this month. 

And finally 

 

Mammals 



There is nothing new in the wild world of the Rabbits and Squirrels this month and the 

Moles have been evident only from their many runs and molehills which have been close to 

the surface in this dry month.  No other mammals have been seen or reported except for 

this beautiful & elegant Roe Deer seen in a Cider Apple orchard close to ‘Moorcourt’.  I am 

delighted to record however that a Brown Hare has been seen, near the Village, once again.  

 

 
Roe Deer © Dave & Dinah A.  

 

As I have said before, it is good to know that the various Deer are still around in The Parish. 

 

Lyonshall Weather in April 

  

 
“Well what a month”! 

April 2021 was a strange month - by anyone’s reckoning: 

 

It was “Dry” [under 11.5 mm / ½ inch of rain].  It was “Cool” [under 4c on the 7th] .  It 

“Snowed” (twice).  It was “Hot” [31.6c in the sun on the 20th ].  It was Frosty (often).  It was a 



strangely ‘Flowery’ month!  Mostly it was “FUN” because it was “different”!  To follow the 

ancient English folk lore, we are in for a Grand & Dry Summer in 2021! 

 

“Ash before Oak we are in for a SOAK!  Oak before Ash we are in for a SPLASH !” 

 

Comment 

Rather than repeating my opinions about “The Environment ” and Lyonshall’s biodiversity 

that I have made in previous issues, this month - I think, under these difficult and trying 

circumstances, it is probably best if I just say :      “ENJOY Lyonshall at its natural finest !”.  

 

“Thank you for reading this. I hope you enjoyed it. Please let me have your comments and 

contributions – all are welcome”. 

 

ALL CONTRIBUTIONS, verbal or photographic, amateur or expert, 

are gratefully received at jcvqa@btinternet.com 

 

 
       PHOTOGRAPHS THAT DID NOT MAKE ‘THE CUT’ THIS APRIL - 2021. 

                     
   Pollarded Tree @ Fishpool field.           ‘Ivy Berries’ - feeding the birds.             ‘Snow @ Lyonshall Nurseries’ 
 

                    
    Offa's Dyke LZ8 © Isobel H.        Rabbits @ dawn ‘grazing’.      Wild Strawberries & Celandine. 
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