
“The Lyonshall Country Diary” 2017- 2021. 

The 2nd of May is “International DAWN CHORUS Day”!   ☺ 
 

On May 6th 2018 (3 years ago) a group of 22 local Farmers and their friends, mostly from in 
and around The Parishes of Pembridge and Lyonshall, got up very early [04:30 am] to hold a 
“Dawn Chorus Walk at ‘The Leen’ Farm”. The weather was ‘fine’ and the number of 

birds heard (plus one bat!) was impressive – see below.  So NOW, before the summer 
silence sets in, it is a good time for you to wake up at the “crack of dawn” [‘Crackadonia ?’ ] 
and experience this wonderful sound-scape for yourselves.   Don’t miss it!   Enjoy It!   -  and 

please let me know if you hear or see any birds which are not on this wonderful list. 

 
 

The birds that contributed to “The Chorus” or “cacophony” of sound that morning were: 

“The Black Birds, Blackcaps, Blue Tits, Carrion Crows, Chaffinches, Coal Tits, a 
‘lonely’ Cuckoo, Dippers, Great Spotted Woodpeckers, Greenfinches, Great 
Tits, Goldfinches, Greenfinches, Geese(unseen but clearly ‘heard’), House 

Sparrows, our first House Martins, Jackdaws, Lesser Whitethroats, Magpies, 
Mallard,  Moorhens, Mistle Thrushes, Mute Swans (yes they do sing  but very 
quietly!), Pied Wagtails, Pheasants, Robins, Red-legged Partridge, our newly 

arrived Swallows, Song Thrushes, Stock Doves, a single Skylark, Tree creepers, 
Tufted Ducks, Willow Warblers, Wrens, Whitethroats, Wood Pigeons and a 
Yellowhammer. The ‘Soprano’ Pipistrelle bats could be heard hunting over 
the water and fortunately the Sparrowhawk, which ends the others’ choral 

singing as if by magic, kept away!   
 

    
 
Since then many have added to this list – most recently Nick & Deborah Spencer of ‘Holme 
Marsh’ who noted the following birds that they have listened to this Spring   [April 2021]: 

“Chiffchaffs, Blackcaps, Willow Warblers, Whitethroats, ‘ a Garden Warbler? ’ 
Collared Doves and the inevitable Wood Pigeons”. 

 
A serious ‘Thank You’ to you, and to our local farmers, who are so pro-active in helping 
to protect and record all Lyonshall’s wild birds.  Have a wonderful musical dawn chorus! 

jcvqa@btinternet.com   
2nd May 2021. 

mailto:jcvqa@btinternet.com

