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The ‘Lyonshall Nurseries’ are awash with Butterflies this year. We are so lucky! 

 
    Spot the Butterflies!  They have returned at last!  Where were they hiding all this time? 

 

When stuck for an opening paragraph, reach for the Book of Quotations!  I have just 

stumbled on a quote which is new to me and from an unexpected source. Most of us will 

know Keats as a poet with an interest in nature, hence his odes “To Autumn” and “To a 

Nightingale” , but here is a short extract from a very personal letter to his beloved brother: 

 

“I go among the fields and catch a glimpse of a stoat or a field mouse peeping out of 
the withered grass – the creature hath a purpose and its eyes are bright with it.  I go 

amongst the buildings of a city and I see a man hurrying along – to what?  The 
Creature has a purpose and his eyes are bright with it.” 

John Keats, March 1819 

 

Isn’t that lovely and a little bit relevant? I’m sure I’m not the only person who, for the last 

year or more, feels as if ‘Life’ has been put on hold – no spontaneous conversations, no 

social interaction with acquaintances or strangers, no deadlines or pressing need to do 

anything at all, no purpose -- a bit “in the doldrums”, with bright eyes rather scarce. Well, 

the future is still uncertain and there are lots of climate and natural world issues well 

beyond our control or influence but maybe I can at least set out where our little corner of 

Herefordshire stands at the moment “wildlife-wise” !  Just for interest or as a jumping-off 

point for future action? That will be my immediate purpose... 

 

To start at the base-line of nature 

 

Insects 

A book has just been published by Prof. David Goulson entitled “Silent Earth: Averting the 

Insect Apocalypse”. This is a serious but very readable attempt to get non-specialist lay 

people interested in the dramatic and appalling loss of insect life in the UK -- currently 

estimated at about 75% in the last 50 years --and able to understand the fundamental 

importance of insects to eco-systems. It describes their importance in the food chain, as 

pollinators and in the breakdown of organic matter. And, of course, it covers not only the 

bees and butterflies which we like to see but also the bugs and “creepy-crawlies” which we 

prefer not to think about.   However opinions vary greatly on this subject 



It also confirms some observations. For example, many of This Diary’s contributors and I 

have commented on the lack of Butterflies this year. In May and June the sightings were 

almost nil; in July, especially after the very hot spell, they picked up and some of these are 

shown below, but there have been only a few of each variety and several conspicuous 

absences, such as ‘Painted Ladies’. Professor Goulson notes that the UK Butterfly Monitoring 

Scheme (“The largest and longest running scheme of its kind in the world”)  recorded a fall 

of 46% among the more common butterflies of the countryside between 1976 and 2017 and 

a fall of 77% among some of the rarer species.  This might be scare-mongering   –   But ? 

 

               
© Simon T @ Lyonshall Nursery:  Adonis Blue->               Meadow  Brown->                             Red Admiral->        

                     
                             Peacock->                 Comma->     Small Tortoiseshell-> 

                          
            Small White->                                  Unidentified Pupae!  #                            ‘Gatekeeper’. 

  

Large, Small and Green-veined Whites were the only varieties seen in any numbers across 

the Parish.  A solitary Ringlet was recorded at Holme Marsh which I’m told is “a first” for that 

site; they obviously don’t have as many Brambles or Privets, the Ringlet’s favourite foods, as 

I do here! There has been a similar decline in Moths and, except for a few tiny beige or 

brown garden moths which never settled and didn’t stay long, only two have been noted this 

July – a very beautiful Garden Tiger Moth and a very small brown moth as yet unidentified.  

 

                                    
                   Garden Tiger Moth © Debbie & Nick S.                A tiny ‘Garden Moth’ [5 mm span]. 



Insects as pollinators 

The “best-known” insect pollinators are, of course, Bees and Lyonshall seems to have its fair 

share of them this year although UK-wide wild Bees, too, are in decline. However, Tree 

Bumblebees, which we mentioned as seen at ‘Holme Marsh’ last month, have now been seen 

again at ‘Penrhos’ so they are spreading throughout the Parish ( “Going downhill” only in the 

literal sense!) and Buff-tailed Bumblebees are still buzzing and ‘burrowing’ in our gardens. 

 

                                                                            
                                        Tree Bumblebee ©Les K.              Buff-tailed Bumblebee © Simon T. 

 

But Bees are not the only pollinators. Hoverflies, Wasps, some varieties of Beetle – almost all 

flying insects have a value as pollinators which are important for seed germination in crops, 

fruit, gardens and wild flowers. More than 80% of plants rely on insect pollination. But it’s 

not all straightforward. Shown below is a Dahlia flower at ‘Holme Marsh’ covered in tiny 

Pollen Beetles (Meligethes aeneus) – shiny black dots no more than 3mm in length. There 

was a big outbreak of them there during the first week of the month for a few days but 

“nothing to worry about” as they are totally harmless to humans and animals. Why Holme 

Marsh?  Probably because just across the main A 480road from the hamlet is a field in which 

the farmer grows Oil Seed Rape. Pollen Beetles particularly like Yellow or White flowers and 

especially Oil Seed Rape – where they sometimes turn their attention from pollen, their main 

food, to the sexual parts of the flowers “causing them to abort”. In short, they are both an 

ugly pollinator for amateur gardeners and a professional farmer’s pest insect!    ☺  or   ? 

 

 
 Pollen Beetles © Nick & Debbie S. 

Insects as foodstuff 

It is self-evident that insects are the most important foodstuff for the birds which catch 

them on the wing and although the numbers of Swallows, Swifts and Martins are generally 

down – as noted last month – we have a report of large flocks making occasional forays in 

The Parish. Interestingly one of the worst-affected birds is the Spotted Flycatcher, of which 

we had our first photo last month. Our contributor noted that this little bird was “often 

overlooked”; however the population of Flycatchers in England has fallen by a massive 93% 

during the last 50 years so we should consider ourselves very lucky here in Lyonshall to 

have seen one at all ! 



Prof. Goulson also draws our attention to the longer food chains – for example the fact that 

insects are important food for fish, amphibians and small mammals which in turn are eaten 

by birds such as Herons and Sparrowhawks.  And most of us humans eat fish and birds: 

‘Freshwater fish such as Trout and Salmon feed heavily on insects, as do “game birds” like 

the  Partridges & Pheasants and the Chickens and our [Christmas] Turkeys of course.’ 

 

Insects and decomposition 

Equally important but far less photogenic than the bees and butterflies are insects which are 

responsible for the breakdown of leaves and dead timber, essential to returning nutrients to 

the soil and ensuring plant health; and those which feed on dead animals and faeces.  Think 

about it!  Maggots, laid by flies, begin eating the carcasses of animals within a few hours of 

death; Dung Beetles quickly demolish cow pats as well as your dog’s poo (if left on the soil). 

Without them we would probably not exist. You may be pleased to know that I don’t have 

any photos of maggots or Dung Beetles (although the latter are really quite handsome!). 

Their various life-cycles are fascinating but I will save those details for another day perhaps. 

 

The potential loss of insect life and its knock-on effect, if unchecked, has serious 

consequences for us humans and the world as we know it. However some of the remedies 

are within our scope and we have begun to tackle them. In addition to the research and 

recording of insect life - not just the pretty ones but the ugly, microscopic and downright 

unpleasant little devils – we need to put plant life into our environment as much as possible 

“with trees, vegetable gardens, ponds and wild flowers squeezed into every available space” 

including verges and waste ground.  The Government’s new agricultural environment 

policies, if implemented, will help the farmers but for the rest of us there is “No Mow 

May”, the restoration or creation of wildflower meadows and, hopefully, clearing the many 

water-courses of silt and pollution in order to start the re-greening of our Parish. 

 

Which brings us, logically, to 

 

Flora 

Any direct impact of climate change on insect life has yet to be measured, so far as I know, 

but its impact on our local weather and the consequent effect on plants and flowers is 

visible if as yet unquantified.  It’s official! The UK weather has been “wetter, sunnier and 

hotter” during the last few years than ever before since records began. (Details are given in 

the Lyonshall Weather section later in this issue.)  It is not surprising, therefore, that some 

plants have flourished, others have declined in abundance and there have been a few rather 

strange arrivals.  

The most unexpected and unexplained arrival in my garden was a single ‘Common Spotted 

Orchid’,  just a few days into July and growing at the foot of some long-established 

Crocosmias which have been in the same large pot, untouched except for occasional 

weeding, for five or six years. The growing medium in the pot is ordinary compost from the 

Lyonshall Nurseries and hasn’t been changed and the only other plants to grow there are 

some garden primroses which have assumed “perennial” status. My ‘Spotted Orchid’ 

remained in flower for about a fortnight and I shall simply have to try to leave it undisturbed 

to see if it grows again – or, better still, spreads itself around – next year.  



Another self-seeded flower in another large terracotta pot was a small pure-white Foxglove. 

Again, its origins are unknown and although we have had wild Foxgloves along the old 

railway track-bed in previous years they have been – like the huge one in my compost heap 

– purple-pink and “foxglove-coloured”. Teasels, Spear Thistles and Knapweed are very 

abundant and bees and hoverflies seem to particularly like the shaving-brush shape of the 

flowers (I have a garden plant which attracts them similarly.) However they also like crawling 

into the white trumpets of Bindweed (Convolvulus) which, in its larger form, is plentiful now. 

 

            
‘Common Spotted Orchid’             ‘White Foxglove’             ‘Teasel & Spear Thistle’               ‘Knapweed’ 

Thriving at ground level are the very tasty  Wild Strawberries (with a bumper crop this year 

which it seems a pity to tread on!) and the odd little Pineapple Mayweed – “pineapple” 

because of the shape of its flowers but it is in fact a form of wild Chamomile without the 

radiating white daisy-like petals of other Chamomiles. A professional nature-notes writer 

also commented in a recent column that Cinquefoil and Silverweed were both flourishing, 

often together, and now that she has mentioned it I notice there are better-than-usual 

displays of these pretty little plants around the newly un-mown Lyonshall Parish verges. 

 

          
       Bindweed.              Pineapple Mayweed.                ‘Opium Poppy’.                                  Ragwort. 

 

Finally I should note the ‘Opium  Poppies’ which have strayed into the ‘Tellin House’ 

paddock from its neighbouring garden: And the magnificent Ragwort growing behind the 

derelict shell of the old ‘Toll House’ by The Headbrook roundabout inside The Parish 

boundary of Lyonshall with Kington Town. For the information of the tempted, it is 

impossible to extract “recreational” opium from these poppies; for the information of horse-

owners, Ragwort is nowhere near as dangerous to horses as it was alleged to be and there is 

no access for horses onto the ‘Toll-house’ land anyway! 

 

“All shall be well, and all shall be well and all manner of thing shall be well” 1343-1416 AD. 

 



Other Flora notes: 

• There was ‘nothing new’ in the world of Lyonshall’s trees in July.  

• Both ‘The Times’ and our Herefordshire County Council have now taken up the 

cause of minimal hedge-cutting during the nesting season, [and reminded us that it 

is usually illegal  from March 1st to September 1st ]. Our own hedges and ‘wildflower 

gardens’ will be cut in September when the last Blackbird has hatched her brood!   

• We [‘The Lyonshall Country Diary’] have been taking part in Plantlife’s “Every Flower 

Counts” initiative to monitor the range of wildflowers growing in Britain. It’s easy and 

interesting so look it up on their website or ask me for details. www.plantlife.org.uk    

• Can anyone identify this greyish-white soft, fluffy and sticky substance which hung 

from just one or two branches of a single cider apple tree in The Upper Fishpool 

Orchard for about a week in the middle of the month? “Explanations” so far have 

included: 

 1) insecticide residue following spraying the trees against invasive pests.  

 2) mould or a fungal infection.  

 3) insect invasion: – but I have no scientific explanation for any of these options! 

• The photos of two verges on opposite sides of the A44 – A480  junction below The 

Parish Church speak for themselves!  One is alive with Yarrow and other plants; the 

other has been mown repeatedly so that drivers who can see through a group of 

trees but not over a spread of daisies have “better” visibility.  The grass has died and 

the ground is parched.  Any logical explanation for this will be gratefully received! 

 

           
        Drippings from Cider Apple branches.       ‘Un-mown roadside verge’.            ‘Mown roadside verge’. 

 

Last but “very-far-from-least” in my Flora Notes ... Where our local farmers have cropped 

the long grass in their fields - to make bales or to improve the grazing for their livestock - 

the scent of new-mown hay on a sunny summer’s day has been unsurpassable!  ☺ 

[ I promise that if ever the infrastructure is developed which allows me to capture and 

transmit perfume through the ‘Lyonshall Country Diary’ I shall add it to my currently-limited 

technological repertoire. But, as they say, “Don’t hold your breath”  ... ] 

 

Fungi 

I thought I’d “get the fungi over” before updating readers on birds, mammals and other 

charming creatures because in July I noted only two fungi (or similar) and both, even for a 

fungi-fanatic like me, are very hard to love! 

 

The first one seen was a “Cauliflower Slime Mould” (Reticularia lycoperdon), a.k.a.  the ‘False 

Puffball’. It is accurately described as “a white globular mass about the size of half of a golf 

ball” which grows on bark. To touch it is quite firmly spongy, reminiscent of a marshmallow.  

http://www.plantlife.org.uk/


After its spores develop and its seeds are dispersed it vanishes, virtually without a trace, all 

in approximately 24 – 36 hours. It is not as unpleasant as its name suggests. 

The second fungus noted, however, is a shocker -- I can see why Victorian maidens might 

blush at it!  I had heard of Stinkhorns (Phallus impudicus) but not previously seen any, 

although they are not uncommon, before I almost stepped on one at the bottom of a hedge 

by the footpath LZ10A where I was walking my dog. It was in its prime and had not yet 

developed the smell for which it is notorious – a pungent smell which can be mistaken for 

“bad drains”. This comes from the cap which is coated with a grey-green slime, the gleba, 

and attracts blowflies which, by a complex route, carry the fungal spores to their next port 

of call – badger setts are a particular favourite and hence Stinkhorns are often found around 

them. I watched the Stinkhorn develop and then die over a few days but didn’t pick it up or 

linger to find out whether its name was justified! Also the information that young Stinkhorns 

are edible is, so far as I’m concerned, ‘purely academic’!    

Extra information about Stinkhorns:  

1)  Darwin’s daughter ‘Hetty’ Darwin would pick them and burn them secretly to protect 

the morals of her maidservants:  

2) They can be “powdered and used as an aphrodisiac for cattle”.  Do cattle really NEED 

aphrodisiacs?  What a lot I really don’t know about modern farming practices! 

 

                               
                        ‘Cauliflower Slime Mould’.                                              ‘Stinkhorn Fungi’. 

 

Bird News 

There have been only a few reports on birds this month but what news we have has all been 

good. Most of the small garden birds are still around and many / most have hatched a 

second brood, such as the Swallows at ‘Penrhos House’ where , in addition, “one nest of 

House Sparrows has fledged and a second nest has been made” and Les Keeler is “waiting 

for them to fledge so I can paint the garage!”  Blue Tits and Long-tailed Tits are back on the 

Burgage Close feeders and Great Tits, Chaffinches, Blackbirds and Wrens seem especially 

prolific in our garden in The Village. There are Treecreepers here and at Penrhos House (It’s 

no coincidence that both gardens have a lot of large trees!) and Nuthatches have been 

specially mentioned as well as a “lovely pair of Bullfinches” - I’m quite jealous of those!  

Bird behaviour continues to amuse, interest and sometimes irritate. It seems there is a 

distinct pecking order at bird tables – Squirrels first, then “Crows, Jackdaws, Magpies and 

Wood Pigeons” with the small birds picking up what’s left. Nevertheless the little birds seem 

to do quite well; they are delighted by our newly-installed small pond and have adopted a 

garden obelisk as a vantage-point-cum-diving board. Amongst the raptors the Red Kites 

and Buzzards have been circling over the fields, with a pair of Buzzards near the Upper 

Fishpool constantly “mewing” as they encourage their fledgling youngster to test his wings.  



There have also been more Owl sightings than previously. In ‘Burgage Close’, sadly, the Barn 

Owl seen over the nearby fields for a few nights has been swiftly driven off by a “Murder” of 

Crows. We have been luckier. Our breeding pair of Tawny Owls are very often heard at dawn 

and dusk and sometimes seen in the day-time over the old railway trackbed.  They seem to 

have at least two fledgling youngsters, apparently confirmed by the soft young owls’ 

feathers picked below our tallest trees and close to their last sightings – as shown below.  

 

                    
                        Sparrow’s Diving Board?       “WOL” feathers. 

 

There are, alas, still no water-bird sightings unless you count a small flock of storm-tossed 

Seagulls which flew over from the north-east but they didn’t stop on their way south-west. 

 

Mammals and Miscellaneous 

Nothing unusual to report from the Lyonshall mammal population this July.  Rabbits and 

Moles continue to flourish, to the annoyance of all gardeners. Perhaps it’s the weather or 

perhaps it’s my imagination but the Moles seem especially active and their molehills larger 

and more plentiful this year, although the creatures themselves are as elusive as ever. [We 

have seen one dead one near our Hen Run].  Our ‘Tinker’s’ Terrier keeps the Rats at bay.  

The young Squirrel kits are now independent and playing in the trees, helping themselves 

from the bird feeders and leaving a scattering of broken nutshells under the Hazels. There 

have been several very vocal swearing-sessions in the garden as the Squirrels – young or old 

– argued with the Jackdaws or other “trespassers”.  They are, however, quiet at night – unlike 

these delightful Hedgehogs which disturbed the Appleby family, owners of a Burgage Close 

patio, at 11.00 p.m. with their noise! The Applebys report that, in addition to these two, 

they have another slightly-smaller Hedgehog resident in the garden so the Lyonshall 

Hedgehog population looks to be in good shape. Field Voles seem to be quite common also 

despite their many predators, but I am very grateful for this photo of one since I am usually 

only alerted to them by the ‘frantic’ digging of my mad dog - which we actively discourage! 

 

                             
    A young Squirrel ‘kit’.               Hedgehogs © Dinah & Dave A.               Field Vole © Shaun P. 



Entertaining though all these common mammals are, I remain concerned that no one has 

reported seeing Badgers, Bats, Foxes, Polecats, Stoats or any of the rarer creatures seen in 

the Parish four or five years ago. But we do have some handsome Snails and an abundance 

of Toads – they may not be cuddly but at least they are alive and well and living in Lyonshall! 

 

          
                          Garden Snail.                         ‘Common Toad’ © Shaun P. 

I hope that during August and September I may be able to build up a more accurate picture 

of Lyonshall’s mammals so would appreciate any information available, especially from the 

wider ‘Parish’ and not just its central ‘Village’. 

Perry Pear Trees 

There has been a slight ‘technical IT hitch’ in obtaining some of Isobel’s July photos of the 

old Perry Pears near the Memorial Hall HR5 3LL but “here’s one that We took earlier” (at the 

beginning of this month) but there have been no significant changes since then. 

 

 
  Pear trees looking up to ‘The Old Orchard’. 

Lyonshall Weather in July 

 

A Record breaking Hot Month! 



July 2021 was a “different month” in so many ways.  Overall it was 38% wetter than average 

and it was a record breaking Hot month !  Temperature (in the shade at 9 am GMT) was well 

above average and it never fell below the lowest expected levels.  It was WET to start and 

WET to end but we, here in Lyonshall, missed the extremes of weather visited on other parts 

of The UK and on The Continent of Europe.  WE are so very lucky to live where we are!  ☺ 

 

A Comment on Water 

I have made no reference to fish, water plants, Herons and Kingfishers or any of the many 

creatures which live primarily in or near our streams and ponds. The main reason for this 

omission is, of course, that I have not been near enough or often enough to The Arrow, The 

Curl Brook  or The Upper and Lower Fishpools  to see anything for myself and I have not 

received any reports from contributors.  However “water” is a very major consideration in 

Lyonshall, whether we are discussing the dozens of small water-courses mentioned in the 

last issue, rainfall and flooding, drainage, pollution or the silting up of pools and ditches. 

We were therefore delighted to receive information from Mrs. Penny Holosko in Canada, a 

former resident of Castle Weir, about the private wells and boreholes which supplied that 

property with drinking water in the middle of the last century. This led us to obtain the 

official list, held by Herefordshire County Council, of all such water supplies in Lyonshall 

and to add all 32 of them to the map. That map is attached and may be a useful reference 

when any questions around ground-water or water tables in Lyonshall arise. Meanwhile I 

plan to spend more time looking at the rivers, brooks and ponds in the Parish to see what 

they are contributing – or no longer contributing – to our natural history. I hope some of our 

readers will do a little pool-peering too and tell me what I may have missed. 

 

ALL CONTRIBUTIONS, verbal or photographic, amateur or expert, gratefully received at 

jcvqa@btinternet.com 

[Attachment :– full  “Water” map of The Parish including private water supplies etc.] 

 

 

PHOTOGRAPHS THAT DID NOT MAKE ‘THE CUT’ THIS MONTH. 

 

       
     Wood smoke -  Rhyse Lane.          George III Penny ©  Eric H.           Buzzards teaching young.           Grass verge A480. 
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