
LYONSHALL COUNTRY DIARY 

 

Issue 59:  November 2021 

 

  Penrhos Common.         ‘Arrow Vale’                             ‘Lugg Valley’             Penrhos Farm. 

 
   View from the A44 at ‘Penrhos’ –  frosty morning overlooking ‘Arrow’ and ‘Lugg’ valleys. 
 

November!  I had been looking for inspiration among the reference books and found all the 

well-known quotations about dismal days and fog but they didn’t seem apt for 2021 since 

on the whole the month was not particularly gloomy.  I tried the “Books of Days”; my two 

versions (one old, one new) were united in claiming the Lisbon earthquake of 1755 as the 

most important event of November 1st  but were divided in their opinions on November 30th, 

with the mid-twentieth century book enthusing about the birth of Winston Churchill (1874) 

and the 2018 book much more concerned with the death of Oscar Wilde (1900).  None of 

these events seemed relevant to Lyonshall.  So I turned to “Phrase and Fable” and, while we 

rather boringly named November simply after its place as the ninth month of the Roman 

Calendar, this book told me that our Saxon ancestors were much more descriptive –“Wind-

monath ”, the month when the fishermen “drew their boats ashore and gave over fishing till 

the next spring”. With ‘Storm Arwen’ on November 26th/27th still fresh in my mind, the 

“wind-monath” seemed to be a suitable Introduction.... 

 

... because November 2021 in Lyonshall, as in much of the UK, was quite strange in its 

response to the weather. Several local and national commentators remarked on the fact that 

despite some strong gusts earlier in the month - long before the big storm - green leaves 

still clung to many trees and those that had belatedly taken on the colours of Autumn did 

not shed them at the usual rate. Even after ‘Storm Arwen’ many apple trees, hazels and 

dogwood have carried their leaves. 

 

Which is why I shall devote the next section of this issue to some of the amazing, vibrant, 

colourful photos of Lyonshall trees which we have received this month – not the detail of 

individual trees, as shown in October, but the overall effect in woods and hedgerows. This is 

purely for enjoyment and with extra thanks to our contributing photographers. 

 

 

 



   
          Trees at ‘Elsdon’ and ‘Jacks Ditch’ © Jane G.          ‘Beech on A480’ & ‘Headlands Hedge’ © Jennifer H. 

 
‘Castle Weir Parkland Trees’ before ‘Storm Arwen’. 

    
Foggy ‘Fishpool Oak’.     Storm ‘Arwen’ -> Snow!          Wind!         &   “Survived”!         Foggy ‘Footpath LZ10A’. 

So much for the good tree news! The bad tree news is, of course, the storm damage from 

the exceptionally strong winds of the last weekend of this November. Fortunately, although 

broken branches, fallen trees and general debris were widespread and large areas of the 

Parish were without power for several hours, we have heard no reports of any personal 

injuries here and the rampant chaos held a weird fascination. 

   
                                             Casualties of Storm Arwen in Lynhales’  Parkland ©Isobel H. 

 

Other Flora 

Lyonshall’s other flora this November was mostly unremarkable except that, as I have come 

to expect over the last two or three years, it included a mix of late blooms left over from the 

Summer such as Red Campion, Dandelions and Daisies and early flowerers not usually 

expected much before the start of Spring e.g. Speedwell, Primroses and, in the garden, 

Mahonias and Winter Jasmine.  



My Winter-flowering “Pineapple Sage”, which once I could rely on to die back dramatically at 

the first sign of frost, was as bright and lively at the end of the month as it was at the 

beginning, despite frosts around the time of the “Frost Moon” and on one or two nights 

subsequently! Maybe global warming isn’t ALL bad! 

There has been little scope for photography in the “smaller plants” category but every year I 

am delighted by the fluffy mounds of “Old Man’s Beard” seed-heads in the hedgerows 

(although I barely notice this Wild Clematis, also known as Travellers’ Joy, when it is in 

flower!)  Just “For Your Information”, youngsters a century or so ago sometimes smoked the 

stems of Old Man’s Beard in lieu of tobacco.  However I am reliably informed by someone I 

know quite well that it has no hallucinogenic properties and tastes and smells rather bitter! 

 

 
 Old Man’s Beard by The A480. 

Fauna 

Local ‘fauna-talk’ this November has been largely about Birds – mainly about their 

behaviour and the first arrivals of winter migrants, rather than about strange and exotic 

species. There is something about birds that provides a continuing fascination – perhaps it’s 

the spirit-lifting sight of them in the sky when we are outdoors or their heart-warming visits 

to feeders which we can see from indoors. Whatever! Every month someone in the Parish 

notices something different in our bird-life and I am delighted to report it.  

 

Last month I said it was “too early for the winter migrants to arrive”. The first note received 

in November was from Mr. Les Keeler at Penrhos House where a flock of Redwings were 

seen feeding on the lawn, presumably on fallen berries, on the 7th. Their usual flying-

partners, Fieldfares, were reported in the fields around Holme Marsh a week later. Our 

principal winter migrants are back from Scandinavia once more.   ☺ 

 

More surprisingly, we have received three separate notes from contributors across the Parish 

about Jays, sightings of single birds in two reports but information about a trio of them 

living (or, at least, “dining”) in Burgage Close.  Jays are essentially shy woodland birds, which 

is no doubt why we haven’t seen one at The Old Station for a year or two, but they become 

less wary during their garden visits if they are not disturbed. Omnivores with a particular 

penchant for acorns which they will bury for eating at a later date, Jays are condemned 

because they will take eggs and small chicks in The Spring but “that’s Nature”.  I’m not 

convinced that they are significantly “worse” than any other member of the notorious  Corvid 

family in that respect and they do also feed on unwanted grubs and pests.  I hope that these 

attractive, interesting birds will come back to my garden next year. Our many Blackbirds, 

however, may not share this wish as I’m told that they are “paranoid” about Jays!   

 



       
The Jay {Garrulus glandarius} and a cheeky Robin © Dave & Dinah A. 

 

Small birds seen this November included a flock of Long-tailed Tits, Wrens, a Greater 

Spotted Woodpecker, Nuthatches and Treecreepers and, in plenty of time for Christmas, 

Robins. Perhaps fear of larger birds is in inverse ratio to the size of the bird which might be 

affected because it is difficult to imagine Robins (or tiny Wrens) being afraid of anything! 

The Robin shown above was supervising some active weeding while hoping for a worm or 

two to be turned up. 

And sometimes a bird might just as well “save its breath” as shout at a possible intruder. I 

received a note about a Crow which harried a Red Kite “for ages before giving up”, leaving 

the Kite unfazed. Interesting; then, much to my astonishment, I saw the same thing myself 

this morning when a Crow flapped around in a small tree swearing vigorously at a Kite which 

was calmly circling the nearby field. 

Other bird news includes a gang of Wood Pigeons enjoying the local rapeseed, two cocks 

and a hen Pheasant which strut through the orchard and Tawny Owls hunting at dusk and 

sometimes at dawn. But no water-birds at all  ............. 

 

So moving on to Mammals: 

I am pleased to report that the myxomatosis outbreak among the Rabbits does not appear 

to be very serious i.e. there are plenty of healthy-looking Rabbits around. However the 

Herefordshire Wildlife Trust have kindly given me the names and phone numbers of two 

organisations to whom we can report myxomatosis if it becomes significant. These are the 

RSPCA on 0300 1234 999 or the Rabbit Welfare Association and Fund (RWAF) on 0844 324 

6090 or at: www.rabbitwelfare.co.uk  I shall keep this information on file and report if the 

myxomatosis seems to be taking hold. I was also pleased to see a Fox carrying a Rabbit in 

its mouth across a nearby lawn and helping to keep the Rabbit population under control 

naturally. 

By the end of the month most of the Lyonshall Hedgehogs, perhaps all, had gone into 

hibernation. My terrier disturbed one in a wood-pile but dropped it on command (quickly, 

by her standards!) and an hour later it had disappeared. A short piece on Hedgehog 

hibernation in The Times advises that it is triggered by increasing darkness and lower air 

temperature but “laboratory studies indicate that 4C is the optimum temperature for 

Hedgehog hibernation” and that “a well-insulated winter nest can keep the temperature at 

this point even when the thermometer drops below freezing outside.” Warm winters enjoyed 

by us humans are more problematic for Hedgehogs.  

Currently Moles are active but almost never seen. Unlike Squirrels! We still have umpteen 

Squirrels. This month for the first time ever I saw a Squirrel entering its dray, so they are 

used, but there will have to be some rebuilding because at least one tree in the village, 

which once housed them, fell in ‘Storm Arwen’.     

http://www.rabbitwelfare.co.uk/


We have awarded the title of Squirrel of the Month  to this one “looking for chestnuts on 

Spond Lane” near ‘Elsdon’.  [He must have known that the road is closed for bridge repairs!] 

 

 
‘Grey’ Squirrel © Jane Goodman. 

My only other mammal news is that of a non-sighting.  Weasels, I read, are in serious 

decline. We used to see them around the village but none have been seen this year to my 

knowledge. The reasons given for the decline are, of course, green-field development but 

also excessive grass-cutting. Weasels follow their prey and when Rabbits are in short supply 

the Weasels will move on to hunt for Voles. But where the grass is very short, the Voles too 

disappear and another link in the food chain is broken.  

Perhaps in January I will make a list of animals to look for especially in 2022 and Weasels 

will be on it. 

 

Other Fauna 

The “non-sightings” among the amphibians, fish and insects in Lyonshall this November 

would make a very long list indeed! November is not a good month for seeing any of them. 

So I can give maximum prominence to the only report and photo received of a solitary Moth 

which we have identified as a Fan-foot (Herminia tarsipennalis) – so-called from its fan-

shaped resting position - a member of the huge Noctuidae family (415 species in the UK) 

which, as the name suggests, mostly fly at night and usually in the Summer months, so what 

this one was doing on a wall in daylight on “Penrhos pitch” in November is anybody’s guess! 

 

 
‘Fan-foot’  © Les K. 

Fungi Facts 

There is a curious irony in the fact that - during a month when we have received no reports 

from contributors about fungi and when I have been very remiss about photographing the 

ones I have seen (all “old friends”) - some major national and international organisations 

have raised awareness of fungi as though they were a new discovery!  



• The first of these was the Royal Horticultural Society who are urging gardeners 

everywhere to encourage fungi for their value in providing food and shelter for 

wildlife and their part in breaking down dead wood and thereby enriching the soil. 

The RHS scientists report a 76% increase in saprophytic fungi (those which feed on 

dead organic material) this year and they are also growing them in their laboratory 

at Wisley for inclusion in a new Wildlife Garden to be opened there soon. (Apparently 

tidy gardeners hate fungi and rout them out whenever they find them – what a 

waste!) 

• The second was the Society for the Protection of Underground Networks working 

with Manchester University scientists and others throughout the world. Their aim is 

to map “the Earth’s vast networks of underground fungi” by analysing the DNA of 

thousands of soil samples. But this is not just an academic exercise. About 75% of 

the carbon stored on land is found in the soil and “fungal networks account for up 

to 50% of the living biomass of soils.” In short, their contribution to carbon storage 

and potential to boost conservation is massive. 

 

Every now and then it’s good to look beyond our Parish boundary to see what’s happening 

in the wider world! 

To revert to Parish matters: 

 

The Perry Pear trees 

How sad it would have been if anything had befallen the Perry Pear trees near the Memorial 

Hall which Isobel Hutton has so carefully recorded throughout the year! But while younger 

and bigger trees fell in ‘Storm Arwen’, both of the “Ancient” and “Notable” Pear Trees 

stood firm and unscathed and Isobel was able to take the beautiful photo below. 

 

         
Isobel’s “Old Orchard”  Perry Pear survivors. 

More Parish matters: 

Consultation 

Those who receive Lyonshall Parish Council “Alerts” [  www.lyonshall.net  ] will know that a 

small piece of land between The White Lion development (A480) and the Curl Brook has 

been given to the Parish for public use and all Lyonshall residents are invited to take part in 

a “White Lion Amenity Land Nature Area Consult” (the Parish Council’s words, 

not mine!).  Please track down the details on the Lyonshall website and send your ideas to 

Kate Lomax a.s.a.p. and pass on the information and contact to anyone who does not access 

the web, as many Lyonshall residents don’t.   It is our “amenity” now so please get involved. 

http://www.lyonshall.net/


This is the first time in many years that we have had any opportunity to make a positive 

contribution to wildlife issues here and to say how our money should be spent on green 

space in our Parish and I wouldn’t like the Council to think that we are not interested, 

whatever our views and concerns. We probably won’t all agree on how this site should be 

utilised; that doesn’t matter; what matters is that Kate and the Parish Council have several 

opinions to draw on. 

 

Lyonshall Weather in November 

  

Well!  What can one say?  In fact it has been a strikingly “DRY” month.  This 

November’s rainfall total in Lyonshall was about 12.0 mm over 5 days. The 30 year 

average for Herefordshire in November is 80.0 mm in over 12 days.  The 

temperature at 9am every morning only fell below the average expected on 5 out of 

the 30 days.  If we ignore the three days when we fell under “Storm Arwen” it 

was, in fact, a pretty good month all round!  {unless you needed the rain of course!}. 

 

 
 

Forthcoming Events 

Friday, December 10th at Birches Farm, 10.30 – 15.30,  

Just Drop In! 

The Herefordshire Wildlife Trust Ice Age Ponds project team will be at Birches Farm on 

December 10th with the Ice Age Ponds Mobile Exhibition, to answer any questions you may 

have and to discuss other surveys etc. which you may have been doing. At 12.00 Ian 

Fairchild will give a short talk on the findings of the water quality testing project being 

carried out earlier in the year; Will and Giles will have photos on a projector loop; and Beth 

will have a display on the Geophysical (subsurface) work carried out by Keele University. 



Tea, coffee, biscuits, cake and chat will all be available! “Pop in for a few minutes to say Hi” 

The Wye & Usk Foundation have sent details of their 2021 Fundraising Auction and Citizen 

Science Sampling Day but unfortunately just a little too late for inclusion in this issue of the 

Country Diary. However they have also sent an interesting report on their important work 

towards solving the River Wye’s water quality problems so we wish them every success and 

hope to be able to offer more support in 2022. 

 

I hope to be able to give a list of forthcoming events in 2022 in the December issue of the 

Lyonshall Country Diary but Christmas, the complexities and uncertainties surrounding the 

pandemic and many other considerations may make this impossible.  

 

The next ‘Wild Table’ recipe 

Don’t miss the next recipe from Debby Emadian, this time for “Aunties Apple Cake”. It will 

make a delicious contribution to the Christmas feasting!  Below is the “original recipe” 

recorded by Debby’s Mother of “Aunty’s” Original Recipe! That is over 3 Generations ago! 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Comment 

November is dreary enough without embarking on a diatribe about 

phosphate pollution, climate change, biodiversity or any of the other major 

subjects affecting country life in Lyonshall!  Next year will be time enough to 

discuss such hoary old issues again. For now, we wish all our readers 

 

A VERY MERRY CHRISTMAS AND A HAPPY NEW YEAR! 
 

                  
 

ALL CONTRIBUTIONS, verbal or photographic, amateur or expert, gratefully received at 

jcvqa@btinternet.com 

 

“THANK YOU FOR YOUR 

SUPPORT” in 2021. 

mailto:jcvqa@btinternet.com

