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Memorial Hall    ‘The Laurels’           ‘Church House’ & Castle motte.            ‘Castle Weir’ grounds. 

 
  A frosty morning from the Village with ‘The Wolf Moon’ setting over The Church in the West.  

 

Five years on and here I am, beginning a sixth year of Lyonshall Country Diaries -- I must be 

mad! (Feel free to agree.) Why?  Well, I suppose my motivation has changed a bit over those 

years but my fundamental belief remains – that wildlife and the countryside are central to 

this parish’s existence, sometimes for our livelihoods (farming, horticulture etc.) but more 

often for our interest and enjoyment – we live here because we want to be surrounded by 

nature.  

“Curiosity” drove the first two or three years of this Diary’s existence. When the professional 

ecologists -- visiting before the Fishpools housing development was built -- commented 

that Lyonshall had an exceptional level of biodiversity, I was rather proud of our little village! 

I wanted to see all our plants and animals, hear the birds, put our wildlife on record and, if 

possible, preserve it.  With the help of contributors, we built up a long list of flora and fauna 

in and around Lyonshall and every issue contained something new. Then the “new” sightings 

became less frequent, either because the plant or animal had disappeared from the area or 

possibly just because no one had spotted it. A short list of a few of the species not reported 

since 2018 is attached and I would be especially glad if readers would let me know if they 

see any of these here this year. 

Rarity is not the only stimulant for curiosity, however. Behaviour, history, folklore, usage and 

such like can all be amazing! A visiting Hedgehog, Toads on the top of gates, veteran trees, 

plants with strange names, courting birds, edible and inedible fungi – there’s no shortage of 

subject matter among the flora and fauna we see every day. 

“Pleasure” has been an equally important criterion in recent issues. Some things in real life 

always inspire joy – that Robin waiting for us to dig up a worm, for example, or the first 

buds indicating the coming of Spring; some are indisputably beautiful, such as butterflies; 

others are inexplicably uplifting, like the sight of soaring Buzzards; and others stimulate the 

imagination, like the fantasy-shapes of trees (see Annexe attached) or the song of a Lark so 

high in the sky that it’s almost invisible. And a few creatures make us laugh – Frogs, for 

example, Ducks or those pesky Squirrels! 

I am a layman in this world of scientists and specialists but I reckon – arrogantly, perhaps – 

that if the flora and fauna of Lyonshall interest me and give me enjoyment then they 

probably interest other people in Lyonshall too. So I hope contributors will continue to send 

me notes or photographs and readers will continue to show their support for this Diary and 

the countryside it represents for another year.                                                                                       

.              Although I’m reporting with hindsight, in spirit I am going to look FORWARD :- 



January 

No matter how dismal January was (see “Weather” below), its “saving grace” is that it started 

a new year appropriately with signs of Spring.   After two difficult years and with umpteen 

problems still in the pipeline, we need every bit of hope we can get and the flora and fauna 

of Lyonshall “did not disappoint”.  

 

Flora 

When only half awake a few days ago, I heard on the radio that Cambridge University 

researchers had concluded that most plants in Britain, on average over the last 20 years or 

so, have been a month ahead in growth and flowering from where they were in the 1980s 

and before. I have now tracked down that report and it does seem to be borne out in 

Lyonshall.  We have had a number of “first sightings” in both gardens and the wild.  

To start with one of my own – a “first sighting” of a Wild Strawberry, simultaneously in 

flower and fruit quite early in the month! Now that is just ridiculous! Nevertheless we will 

include it in the tally because it definitely was not there in December, so it isn’t a hangover 

from 2021. Next to appear were Winter Aconites in the village and then a solitary Snowdrop 

along Spond Lane. The Snowdrop is particularly interesting because, unlike other flowers 

seen around this time of year, Snowdrops are running three weeks late.  It seems that 

Snowdrops are particularly sensitive to light levels, not temperature, and mid-January was 

unusually gloomy. Sure enough, towards the end of the month when we had a few sunny 

days, Snowdrops suddenly came into flower in abundance on Spond Lane (starting on the 

15th of January) and spreading elsewhere.          “What a difference a day makes”! 

 

      
    Wild Strawberry.       Aconite ©  Heather D.     First: © Jennifer H.       ‘Snowdrops’           Later:  © Debby E. 

 

As the month went on, too, there were good displays of small Irises and Primroses in one of 

the village’s more sheltered gardens, an early Crocus at Holme Marsh and full-length Hazel 

catkins on trees here at the Old Station and by the Upper Fishpool. What has also been 

remarkable is the survival, proliferation and early growth of native Ferns – two different ones 

have even taken root in one of my hanging baskets!  Most British Ferns die right back during 

the Winter or are brown and miserable-looking, but not this year! I noted this particularly 

fresh and vigorous Hart’s Tongue (Asplenium scolopendrium), again by the Upper Fishpool. 

 

                                                  
                         Iris bulbs © Debby E.                 Crocus © Nick & Debbie S.                   Hart’s Tongue Fern. 



Finally on floral matters, the native Ivies (of which there are many) are in every possible 

stage of their annual life-cycle!  Within a few yards of one another we have Ivy with no sign 

of flowers or fruit, Ivy which has lost all its berries, Ivy with green berries, Ivy with splendid 

black heads full of berries untouched by the birds and our Poet’s Ivy whose big yellow buds 

are already breaking and which will be in full flower by mid-February.  

 

Not a single insect was seen on any of the Ivies at the moment, but that brings me back to 

issues surrounding that Cambridge report which I mentioned previously -- the change in 

growth and flowering time of many plants means that they are “out of synch” with 

pollinators, insects and birds which depend on them for food. This is known as “ecological 

mismatch” and suggests that our early Spring may not be all good news. Nevertheless, since 

it is a global phenomenon, we in Lyonshall can do little or nothing to effect change, so we 

might just as well enjoy our springtime! 

A thought for all gardeners, however – if you are planting flowers or shrubs for this summer 

or perennials, some are more wildlife-friendly than others.  

• Bees, for example, prefer single flowers to double ones as it’s easier to reach the 

nectar e.g. single Dahlias, Cornflowers, Asters and others with daisy-like heads 

• Ladybirds, those well-known aphid-eaters, are particularly keen on yellow and 

orange plants such as Calendulas and Marigolds  

• Birds, which seek shelter as well as food in shrubs and the more vigorous climbers, 

are attracted to Honeysuckle and Viburnums 

• Bats like night-scented plants such as Evening Primrose 

• And it is well-known that Butterflies love Buddleia. 

 

It is an encouraging sign of the times that there is much more interest in “wildlife 

gardening” now than twenty or thirty years ago, there are several books on the subject and 

one or two local experts. But you don’t have to be a dedicated naturalist with an unkempt 

wilderness at your door to make a difference. If you prefer a neater garden, just choose 

some of your plants with their ‘wildlife-attracting’ potential in mind. 

 

Lichen, Fungi and a Gall 

Long-term readers of the Lyonshall Country Diary will know that, although I have the 

reference books, I have made very little progress in identifying or commenting on Lichens; I 

keep promising to study them in more detail “when I get around to it” but that “round to it” 

never comes!  However I didn’t think I could let January pass without noting that some 

Lichens seem to be more abundant than in previous years and photographs are given below. 

I plan to observe the development of these Lichens over the next few months and report on 

them at some time later in the year.... Meanwhile, although January isn’t a great month for 

seeing Fungi, we have received these photos of a rather magnificent Oak Polypore on a tree 

in Spond Lane. Alas, it doesn’t bode well for the tree in the long run but the Oak will 

probably stand for many years yet! Lastly in this section, a Gall – a weird, twisted knot of 

wood on Forsythia. The Forsythia Gall is quite common, takes many different shapes and 

doesn’t do the bush a lot of harm although fastidious gardeners may prefer to cut it out. But 

it is included here because unlike many Galls which are caused by insects:                                           



.          The ‘Forsythia Gall’ is thought to be caused by either a fungus or a bacterium - 

“Entangled  Life”  by Merlin Sheldrake, which I’m reading now, may give me more insight. 

 

                    
 ‘Forsythia Gall’ © Debbie & Nick S.                ‘Oak Polypore’ © Jennifer H.                           Lichens on Willow. 

 

Squirrel News! 

As per last month, there have been very few reports of any mammals apart from another (or 

the same?) small group of Deer by the Curl Brook, a handsome Fox which crossed the road 

in front of me below ‘Penrhos’ and, of course, Rabbits. And Squirrels – when the sun came 

out in the last few days of January the young Squirrels began their courtship, preening, 

puffing out their fur and showing off their branch-leaping skills. We have seen six at one 

time on the beech tree in a section of our garden; six Squirrels have been seen 

simultaneously at ‘Penrhos House’; I wonder if we should introduce ‘our six’ to ‘their six’ to 

reduce in-breeding! (Only joking!)  This Winter has been very kind to Squirrels so unless 

there is a sudden cold snap in February I think we can expect lots & lots of “kits” by Spring.                                      

Footnote:  Our Squirrels sit happily on the “guaranteed effective” squirrel-scarers purchased 

at some expense!  They don’t even take much notice of our Irish ‘Tinker’s Terrier’ ! 

Insect News 

The winter was less kind to this Tortoiseshell Butterfly which came out of hibernation much 

too soon and paid the ultimate price for its folly. 

 

 
Tortoiseshell {deceased}. 

A Month of Birds 

Although there were few sightings of mammals and almost none of insects in Lyonshall this 

January, there have been several interesting reports about birds. At the beginning of the 

month they were flocking in search of food or raiding garden feeders; by the end of the 

month several species were starting to pair up; and at the end of the month the RSPB held 

its Big Garden Birdwatch and we have a snapshot of birds seen around here that weekend 

although we don’t yet have the “official” national figures to see how Lyonshall compares. 

I must be stupid but until now it had never occurred to me that birds might fly between 

gardens, stay for a while and then move on!  



So, even within the confines of our parish, one person can say “We have lots of Sparrows but 

very few Tits” whereas the next will say “Most of the Sparrows have gone but there are 

umpteen Tits of all kinds on our feeders”. 

 

Taking those two examples in particular, Blue Tits and Sparrows vied for top place on most 

local lists but the presence of Great Tits and Coal Tits was much more variable. Long-tail 

Tits were a rarity although I’m delighted to say a little group of three paid us a visit mid-

month and two of them have become “a pair ” seen together regularly on the ‘feeders’. The 

Great Tits, in between garden visits, like the Sparrows, formed “foraging flocks” but when 

the sun came out the males broke their silence to signal that they were looking for a mate.  

 

     
               ‘Blue Tit’.                              ‘Great Tit’.                                ‘Coal Tit’.                               Long-tail Tit.  

 

As the days got lighter other birds started to sing in readiness for wooing including the Blue 

Tits, Blackbirds (loud and plentiful across the Parish) and Thrushes. Courtship, however, 

takes different forms and I’m told that a pair of Ravens were flying side by side and “doing 

frequent flips at each other” early in the month which can only be another mating display. 

A little piece about Great Spotted Woodpeckers by one of the many professional nature 

writers in The Times caught my eye. ‘Great Spotted Woodpeckers’ visit feeders in Lyonshall 

with increasing frequency, one of our contributors recently enjoyed a visit by a pair – one 

male, one female – and as ‘Spring’ comes we can expect to hear their drumming. But it 

seems that the sound is not just a “side effect” of their hole-drilling activity; they 

deliberately seek out a hollow tree with maximum resonance to define their territory. As 

part of the wooing process it obviously works because Great Spotted Woodpeckers are 

increasing in numbers whereas The ‘Lesser Spotted’ is close to extinction in the UK. 

The most variable birds numerically in Lyonshall this January were Jays and Nuthatches. As 

I’ve mentioned previously, here at The Old Station we have very rarely seen a Jay at all but 

were lucky enough to do so this year, whereas several of our contributors reported either 

seeing them this January --sometimes sharing a feeding station with Starlings or Wood 

Pigeons -- or having seen them very recently.  The Jay is the prettiest of the ‘Crow’ family. 

 

                                 
                      A single ‘Jay’ © Jane G.               A ‘Starling’ & a Jay.              “A vicious hunter however”! 



There seems to be a widespread view also that there are fewer Nuthatches around – to quote 

“Last winter we were over-run with Nuthatches and we have rarely seen them this year”. I 

find this particularly interesting because Nuthatches are one of my favourite birds and I’m 

delighted to say a family visited our feeders regularly throughout January whereas I haven’t 

seen so many of them in previous Winter months.  

 

Apart from the Fieldfares and Redstarts noted in previous issues, only one new winter 

migrant has been seen – a Waxwing. They are jolly little birds with cheerful crests but I have 

only seen one here once before, a few years ago. They are migrants from Scandinavia, 

supposedly coming over in quite large flocks this year (although they can be mistaken for 

Starlings when in flight) but Herefordshire is somewhat to the West of their usual territory 

which might be why we have not seen them in numbers. They sound just like ‘trim phones’.  

 

To end this brief resume of Lyonshall’s wild birds in January, however, we have one of the 

saddest photos received this month and one which restores hope, the former a beautiful 

‘Bullfinch’ which flew too fast into a glass door, the latter a ‘Heron’ waiting to snap up its 

supper at ‘Bullocks Mill’. There is an odd but comforting link between the two!  A pair of 

Bullfinches were noted in a Burgage Close garden –“the first for a long time” – in January so 

there may be others still around; and a Heron flew over a different ‘Burgage Close’ residence 

while the occupants were looking out for “Birdwatch” entries, which may be the same bird as 

shown here or he may already have a mate! Herons used to fish regularly in the ‘Upper 

Fishpool’ (before it became silted up) and nested in the high trees around the ‘Castle Motte’ 

and its water-filled moat [see the ‘masthead’ photograph above] – maybe they still do....... ☺ 

 

                           
                 “How sad! – how beautiful!” © Isobel H.                      “Hunting Heron” © Shaun P.  ☺ 

 

Other Creatures 

There has been no Fish, Reptile or Amphibian news this January so I won’t invent it! (Fake 

Fish News ?) February may be more productive. 

 

And so to the Strange, Beautiful and Fun.... 

This year, instead of studying the same Lyonshall object month-by-month (as with the 

Perry Pear trees last year) Isobel Hutton will be sending us photos of tree trunks in the 

Parish which are diverse and interesting and also beautiful, as her first picture of a 

Copper Beech shows. Her ‘artist’s eye’ takes this tree, without any “doctoring”, into the 

world of fantasy and the imagination – see it here and in the attached Annexe. 



 
Isobel’s Copper Beech.   “If Trees could think”! 

Isobel also sent us photos of the great hewn logs of the Wellingtonia {Californian Redwood} 

on Lynhales Drive which was a casualty of Storm Arwen last autumn. My mind then strayed 

to wood carving and sculpture. Surely there is a place for these in our rural parish.  

And what else is – or could be – seen in Lyonshall in 2022 to make our Parish “special”, a 

continuing source of pride and pleasure for residents, interest and enjoyment for visitors? 

I throw this out as a thought for the near future.... “We should all think about it”!  

 

 
It’s ‘Tupping time’ – Who’s in charge? 

Lyonshall Weather in January 

  

January 2022 was a rather ‘drear’ month; hence the late flowering of the winter 

Snowdrops, but it was in fact extremely dry as opposed to January 2021.  We have 

had all of 14.9mm of rain this month whereas we had 95.0mm last year.  This was 

due to a shift in the Gulf Stream’s air-flow and it is not ‘abnormal’.  No need to 

worry!  The main indicators were the flowers which were about 3 weeks late this 

year.  Even our hens gave up laying eggs for a short while!  ☺  Otherwise it was a 

rather dull month – neither too hot nor too cold – and just like Goldilocks’ porridge. 

 

Mid-month we had a freak high temperature record [all of +13c] but you would not 

have noticed it much.  We had no Atlantic Storms to knock down our trees – unlike 

in December – and we had less “Sleet & Snow” than we might have expected.  It was 

marginally above expected temperatures and the air pressure was quite high. DULL!  



 

 
© Debby Emadian Jan 2022. 

A Few Miscellaneous Notes 

I have not received any notification of forthcoming events at ‘Birches Farm’ or elsewhere but 

this is not very surprising – the combination of Christmas, New Year and pandemic 

restrictions and de-restrictions has delayed a great deal of forward planning! I hope to have 

more information by the time of the February issue. Meanwhile three notes: 

1) Please note that the nesting season begins officially on March 1st and lasts until 

September. During that time it is illegal to cut hedges or trees which might contain 

nesting birds except in very specific and unusual circumstances. So please, if you 

have the kind of mixed hedgerow which surrounds some of our fields and gardens, 

cut it now  or leave well alone for the next 6 months! 

2) Plantlife and other wildlife charities will be repeating their “No Mow May” initiatives 

this year to encourage pollinators and the growth of wildflowers on verges, lawns and 

public green spaces. Some councils support these initiatives, others don’t, what we 

do on our own land is, of course, our decision. Although May is still a few months 

ahead, it’s worth thinking about. 



3) A precautionary warning – I have noticed that the deep puddles on footpath LZ10 

have been carrying a film of vehicle oil for a week or two, probably from passing farm 

trucks. This is legal and may be of no importance but I don’t think we should let our 

dogs drink it. Mine likes water with mud in it but engine oil is a very different matter! 

 

And finally! We have repeatedly drawn attention to the number of springs in the Parish 

and how wet Lyonshall really is in consequence, though it may not seem so at first sight. 

Nevertheless, we were surprised to receive this photo of a plaque marking the spot 

where no fewer than 8 springs rise and flow! We don’t know when this plaque was put in 

place, although our guess is late twentieth century, or by whom. Does anyone know 

anything more about it and which of our caring individuals / landowners put it in place? 

 

 
The “Woodville Spout Spring” marker stone near ‘Penrhos’. © Jane Goodman. 

 

ALL CONTRIBUTIONS, verbal or photographic, amateur or expert, 

gratefully received at jcvqa@btinternet.com 
 

 

Some Pictures that missed “The Cut” this month. 
 

            
    ‘Primulas’- 5th Jan.          ‘Burrow by Fish Pool’.        ¾ ‘Wolf’ Moon setting.       “Silted up” Upper Fish Pool. 

mailto:jcvqa@btinternet.com


JULIA’s List of “Last Seen in Lyonshall”. 
“Have  we  missed  them  somehow – or have they gone”? 

 

The following is a list of ten (10) of the most recognisable animals and 

plants recorded in The Parish during 2017 or in 2018 [5 years ago] but not 

reported on since.  Please let me know if you see any of them in or around 

Lyonshall in 2022.  There are no prizes - just satisfaction and peace of mind.  

 

 

1. Badgers. 

    

2.  Barn Owls. 

 

3. Butterbur. 

 

4. Common Lizards. 

 

5. Dippers. 

 

6. Meadowsweet. 

 

7. Polecats. 

 

8. Slow-Worms. 

 

9. Stag Beetles. 

 

10. Water Voles {“Ratty”}. 

 

 

I could put together a much longer list – especially among the insects – but 

let’s start with the ones I miss the most.  And “Thank you” for looking! 

 

        

 

 

 

 

P.S.  After all it is “our Parish” and we should all care about it just a little bit. 

 

        Saturday, 12 February 2022

   

 

 

 

 


